
 Heart failure (HF), often called congestive heart failure (CHF) or congestive cardiac 
failure (CCF), occurs when the heart is unable to provide sufficient pump action to 
distribute blood flow to meet the needs of the body.  

HEART FAILURE 

Heart failure can cause a number of symptoms including shortness of breath,  

leg swelling, and exercise intolerance.  



HYPERTROPYC AND REMODELING NEURO-HORMONAL 
MECHANISMS 



MAIN DRUG CLASSES FOR HEART FAILURE 

CARDIAC 
INSUFFICIENCY 

REDUCED  
OUTPUT 

Increased compensatory 
adrenergic activity 

 Renal hypoperfusion 

Increased tubular  
Na reabsorption 

Increased venous 
pressure 

 Reduced glomerular 
filtration 

Increased peripheral 
resistance 

Increased RAAS 
system activity 

Increased 
aldosterone 

Increased telediastolic 
ventricular pressure 

diuretics 

Venous vasodilators 

Digitalis 

Non-digitalis inotropes 

Arteriolar 
vasodilators 

ACE - I β - blockers ARBs 


