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I have been allowed to use the car.

2. The plane may/might be late due to fog.

The sky is very cloudy so it may/might rain.

He may/might come to the party.

1. We use ….. or………… to ask for, give or refuse ……….. .

2. We use ….. or ……….. to express possibility or supposition.

• Generally, ……. is used to express stronger possibility that

something happens, whereas ……… is used to express a lower

probability that something happens.
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The four “golden rules” of modal verbs:

I can speak English very well. 

May I leave the room? 

She must follow his advice.

1. “To” is never placed before the infinitive (e.g., I can speak NOT I can to speak)

2. Inversion is required in questions (e.g., May I leave the room NOT I may leave the room? or do I may leave the room?)

3. The third person singular of the Present Simple does not require an “s” (e.g., she must do it NOT she musts do it)

4. Some tenses of each modal verb are completely non-existent, therefore verb synonyms are used to form these tenses.

(e.g., I will be able to overcome this problem NOT I will can overcome this problem)

Modal or defective verbs have various characteristics which

make them distinguish from any regular or irregular verb.


