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Talk to your partner. Discuss the questions below:

1. In your opinion, what is the difference between accent and pronunciation ?

2. What are the most problematic aspects of your communication in English language? Have you ever
had a misunderstanding with your speaker? What happened?
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Accent Pronunciation

An accent is ‘a distinctive way of pronouncing a language,
especially one associated with a particular country, area,
or social class.’ (Oxford English Dictionary). Having an
accent does not affect communication between speakers.
For instance, you may speak with a strong Italian accent
and yet be fully understood.



Basic English

Accent Pronunciation

An accent is ‘a distinctive way of pronouncing a language,
especially one associated with a particular country, area, or
social class.’ (Oxford English Dictionary). Having an accent does
not affect communication between speakers. For instance, you
may speak with a strong Italian accent and yet be fully
understood.

Pronunciation is more about speaking a language and
articulation. Only if the pronunciation of a particular word is
rightly made, the listener can understand the sense of it.
Otherwise, s/he may not be in a position to understand what you
speak. Pronunciation is important in speaking.
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Look at the chart below. What do the following symbols stand for?
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International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA)
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International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA)

Long sounds
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Rearrange the words below in the right column:

ring – teach – sheep – read – ship – meet – beach
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Rearrange the words below in the right column:

ring – teach – sheep – read – ship – meet – beach
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Rearrange the words below in the right column:
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book – could – pull – push

Rearrange the words below in the right column:
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book – could – pull – push cool – flew – food – look – lose – shoes – school

Rearrange the words below in the right column:
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Rearrange the words below in the right column:
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circuit – hurt – serve – shirt – work out – world – worse

Rearrange the words below in the right column:
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circuit – hurt – serve – shirt – work out – world –
worse

Ball – caught – course – court – draw – fought – score – sport – warm up

Rearrange the words below in the right column:



Basic English

How do you call the sound below?
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How do you call the sound below?

Schwa
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Listen to the words and repeat:

about – computer – accident – future – internet – important – person – question 
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“Th” sound
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“Th” sound

unvoiced voiced
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Listen and repeat:

thought – both – teeth – thirty – throw 

mother – either – neither – they – brother 
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Find the 5 words in which the “h” sound is silent:

Home – holiday – honest – happy – hand – heavy – hello – honour – handsome 
– behave – reheat – hour – uphill – heir – Ohio – hurry – heiress 
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Find the 5 words in which the “h” sound is silent:

Home – holiday – honest – happy – hand – heavy – hello – honour – handsome 
– behave – reheat – hour – uphill – heir – Ohio – hurry – heiress

an honour – an hour – an heir – an heiress – an honest person
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Find the 5 words in which the “h” sound is silent:

Home – holiday – honest – happy – hand – heavy – hello – honour – handsome 
– behave – reheat – hour – uphill – heir – Ohio – hurry – heiress

an honour – an hour – an heir – an heiress – an honest person
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The “–ED” form

Listen and repeat:



Basic English

The “–ED” form

Listen and repeat:
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The “GN” sound

Listen and repeat:
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The “GN” sound

Listen and repeat:
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The “OUGH” sound

Listen and repeat:
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The “CH” sound

Listen and repeat:
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The “KN” sound

Listen and repeat:
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The “PN” and “PS” sound

Listen and repeat:



Basic English
Practise reading the sentences aloud. Pay attention to the underlined words:
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Politics – management – Catholics – Protestant – advertisement 
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Look at the words below. Underline the stressed syllable:

Politics – management – Catholics – Protestant – advertisement 
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How would you read these words?

key – anxiety – xenophobic – breath – breathe – years


