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M.A. students majoring in International Relations and European Law:
the cake and cherry approach to the EU.
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So……
We talk, talk, and talk, we talk a lot.

And ……
We listen, listen, and listen, we listen a lot.



Common European Framework of Reference for Languages



Common European Framework of Reference for Languages





Attendance



Attendance

Highly recommended
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1. written test
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1. written test
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2nd mid-term test



exam

1. written test

2. oral test

1st mid-term test

2nd mid-term test



What do we do?

How do we do it?



We study grammar, lexis and 

phrases through the 

language of politicians.

Examples taken from

real life language use!



We study grammar, lexis and 

phrases through the 

language of politicians.

Examples taken from

real life language use!



A phrase is a multi-word unit whose meaning is not given by the 
parts of the individual words that make it up.

In a phrase each word loses its original meaning and the words 
combined acquire a new meaning.

for the time being

as well

at least

get rid of

when it comes to turn a blind eye to

from all walks of life
come into force

so far

see eye to eye ontake for granted

make up one’s mind

to my mind

so far so good

time and again

What is a phrase?

food for thought foot the bill



A phrasal verb is a verb followed by one or two or more 
particles (adverbs or prepositions) that change the 

original meaning of the verb.

abide by

as well

at least

open up

when it comes to turn a blind eye to

come up with
give in

give up

see eye to eye onget out

make up one’s mind

take over for

deal with
stand up for

What is a phrasal verb?

drop out of put up with
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in order to
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give in

give up
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take over for

deal with
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Phraseology is important because
it occupies …...% in language.

drop out of put up with



abide by

as well

at least

in order to

when it comes to turn a blind eye to

come up with
give in

give up

live up totake for granted

make up one’s mind

take over for

deal with
stand up for

Phraseology is important because
it occupies 80% in language.

drop out of put up with



We study the language of

politics through the language

of politicians.

Examples taken from

real life language use!

POLITICAL CORPUS



What is a CORPUS ?
POLITICAL CORPUS

A CORPUS is a collection of texts that 

we can process automatically.  



What is a CORPUS ?
POLITICAL CORPUS
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WRITTEN



SPOKEN

WRITTEN
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WRITTEN
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SPOKEN

WRITTEN

George Bush Donald 
Trump

Barack 
Obama

Joe Biden

Tony Blair Theresa 
May

David 
Cameron

Nick Clegg
Boris Johnson

Rishi Sunak

Suella 
Braverman

Jeremy Hunt

James 
Cleverly





Do you know any of these faces?
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Nigel Farage
Sadiq Khan

David Cameron Theresa May
Liz Truss 

Theresa May

Nick Clegg
Jeremy Hunt Suella Braverman

David Davis

Dominic Raab

Boris Johnson
Rishi Sunak

James Cleverly

Justine Greening



Do you know any of these faces?

Nigel Farage
Sadiq Khan

David Cameron Theresa May
Liz Truss 

Theresa May

Nick Clegg
Jeremy Hunt Suella Braverman

David Davis

Dominic Raab

Boris Johnson
Rishi Sunak

James Cleverly

Justine Greening

Home 
Secretary

Foreign 
Secretary

Chancellor of 
the Exchequer

Prime MinisterDeputy 
Prime Minister



Donald Trump (2016-2021)

Biden (2021-today)

Do you know these faces?



All the speeches delivered by:

George W. Bush (2001-2009)

Barack H. Obama (2009-2016)
Donald Trump (2016-2021)

Joe Biden (2021-today)

Do you know these faces?



All the speeches delivered by:

Tony Blair (1997-2007)

Gordon Brown (2007-2010)

David Cameron & Nick Clegg (2010-2015)

David Cameron (2015 - 2016) 

Theresa May (2016 - 2019)

Boris Johnson (2019 - 2022) 

Rishi Sunak (2022 - today) 
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All the speeches delivered by:

George W. Bush (2001-2009)

Barack H. Obama (2009-2016)

Donald Trump (2017-2021)

Joe Biden (2021 – ongoing)

All the speeches delivered by:

Tony Blair (1997-2007)

Gordon Brown (2007-2010)

David Cameron & Nick Clegg (2010-2015)

David Cameron (2015 - 2016) 

Theresa May (2016 - 2019)

Boris Johnson (2019 - 2022) 

Rishi Sunak (2022 - today) 
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When you think of the word crisis, what comes to your mind?

How the EU and the US are navigating multiple crises. 
A political and linguistic approach.



Climate change

The pandemic

Brexit

Vaccines

Immigration

borders

Ukraine vs Russia The war Israel vs Palestine

Donald Trump running again





crisis



Which word, you think, 

will emerge next to crisis

in Joe Biden’s speeches?



228 times Frequency is a guide to importance

we can SORT our words:

R1 – the first to the RIGHT
R2 – the second to the RIGHT

R3 – the third to the RIGHT
L1 – the first to the LEFT

L2 – the second to the LEFT
L3 – the third to the LEFT











By looking at Joe Biden’s 
speeches we learn political 

facts, economic facts, 
humanitarian facts and also 

………………..



By looking at Joe Biden’s 
speeches we learn political 

facts, economic facts, 
humanitarian facts and also 

linguistic facts.



For example: 
Which verb do we use with 

the climate crisis?





Can you think of a synonym 

for the word crisis?

crisischallenge

threat
issue

problem





we can SORT our words:

R1 – the first to the RIGHT
R2 – the second to the RIGHT

R3 – the third to the RIGHT
L1 – the first to the LEFT

L2 – the second to the LEFT
L3 – the third to the LEFT



53 times Frequency is a guide to importance





Boris Johnson has 
been going through 
multiple personal 

crises and scandals 
lately.

Do you know why?



Why is climate crisis more frequent 
in Joe Biden than in Boris Johnson?



Why is climate crisis more frequent 
in Joe Biden than in Boris Johnson?

Frequency is a guide 
to importance



Climate change is a bigger problem
in the US than in the UK.Why?



45th

43rd

46th

44th



2001-2009 2009-2017

2017-2021
2021 - incumbent

Kyoto Protocol

Paris Agreement

Copenhagen 
Accord

Paris Agreement

The US opinion and sentiment on climate change persists to sway 
from belief to disbelief, from support to skepticism.



Climate believers Climate deniers



Climate believers Climate deniers

Believe in the seriousness of the issue it is being exaggerated











The Paris Agreement was adopted by 197 countries 

Nearly every nation on earth was pledging to address what an 

overwheling majority of scientists view as an undeniable fact:

Climate change is REAL and is caused, in no small part, by human 

activity.

Despite this momentous transnational achievement, 

Americans remain more divided than ever on the issue.   



Despite overwhelming scientific consensus, 

millions of Americans  fail to view climate change as a pressing threat.  

Despite hard scientific evidence and broad acknowldgement of the problem, 

some people remain indifferent, confused, 

or downright opposed to the idea of anthropogenic change.   



This disconnect between science and public opinion is alarming, 
and shows the power the media have in shaping public opinion.   



















Scapegoating is a rhetorical strategy which is not new, 

it constitutes an important feature of right-wing populist parties’ 

discourse.









“Not only does this deal subject our citizens to harsh economic restrictions, it fails to ................ our

environmental ideals. As someone who cares deeply about the environment, which I do, I cannot in

good conscience support a deal that ................ the United States – which is what it does – the world’s

leader in environmental protection, while imposing no meaningful obligations on the world’s leading

polluters.

“For example, ................. the agreement, China will be able to increase these emissions by a

staggering number of years – 13. They can do whatever they want for 13 years. Not us. India makes its

participation contingent on receiving billions and billions and billions of dollars in foreign aid from

developed countries. There are many other examples. But the bottom line is that the Paris accord is

......................, at the highest level, to the United States.

“Further, while the current agreement effectively blocks the development of clean coal in America –

which it does, and the mines are starting to .................. We’re having a big opening in two weeks.

Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, so many places. A big opening of a brand new mine. It’s unheard

of. For many, many years, that .......................... They asked me if I’d go. ...............................

“China will be allowed to build hundreds of additional coal plants. So, we can’t build the plants, but

they can, according to this agreement. India .......................to double its coal production by 2020.

Think of it: India can double their coal production. We’re supposed to .................... Even Europe is

allowed to continue construction of coal plants.

“In short, the agreement doesn’t eliminate coal jobs, it just transfers those jobs out of America and the

United States, and ................. them to foreign countries.

US withdrawal from the Paris Agreement



“Not only does this deal subject our citizens to harsh economic restrictions, it fails to live up to our

environmental ideals. As someone who cares deeply about the environment, which I do, I cannot in

good conscience support a deal that punishes the United States – which is what it does – the world’s

leader in environmental protection, while imposing no meaningful obligations on the world’s leading

polluters.

“For example, under the agreement, China will be able to increase these emissions by a staggering

number of years – 13. They can do whatever they want for 13 years. Not us. India makes its

participation contingent on receiving billions and billions and billions of dollars in foreign aid from

developed countries. There are many other examples. But the bottom line is that the Paris accord is

very unfair, at the highest level, to the United States.

“Further, while the current agreement effectively blocks the development of clean coal in America –

which it does, and the mines are starting to open up. We’re having a big opening in two weeks.

Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, so many places. A big opening of a brand new mine. It’s unheard

of. For many, many years, that hasn’t happened. They asked me if I’d go. I’m going to try.

“China will be allowed to build hundreds of additional coal plants. So, we can’t build the plants, but

they can, according to this agreement. India will be allowed to double its coal production by 2020.

Think of it: India can double their coal production. We’re supposed to get rid of ours. Even Europe is

allowed to continue construction of coal plants.

“In short, the agreement doesn’t eliminate coal jobs, it just transfers those jobs out of America and the

United States, and ships them to foreign countries.

US withdrawal from the Paris Agreement
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