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Date and Place of Birth: July 22, 1959; Foggia (Italy)
Citizenship: Italian 
Marital Status: Married

EDUCATION AND ACADEMIC POSITION:
· On 15/07/83: degree in Biological Sciences at University of Bari, Italy.
· 1986-88: Ph.D. in Reproductive Biology in Humans and Domestic Animals (Inst. Reproductive Biology & Obstetrics in Domestic Animals, University of Bari, Italy (Tutor Prof. Paolo Minoia).
· June-Sept 1986: she attended the Animal Research Station, Cambridge (UK), Head Prof. C. Polge, Prof. R.M. Moor as supervisor, to learn methods for in vitro oocyte maturation and fertilization in sheep and cows.
· June 1988: she attended the Institute of Animal Physiology and Genetic Research, Department of Molecular Embryology, Babraham (UK), Head Prof. R.M. Moor, for researches on in vitro production and micromanipulation of bovine embryos.
· 1989: Post-doc course in Reproductive Biology and Biotechnologies in domestic animals;
· On 01/01/1990: she won a competition as Laboratory Technician at the same Institute in Bari.
· On 01/11/1993: she won a competition as Official Research Technician at the same Institute, in Bari.
· On 16/06/2001: she won a competition as Confirmed Researcher in the VET/10 scientific area (Veterinary Obstetrics and Gynecology), Department Animal Production, Faculty Veterinary Medicine, University of Bari.
· On 01/11/2001: she moved to the Faculty of Biotechnological Sciences, University of Bari.
· On 01/11/2002: she acquired eligibility as Associate Professor in the VET/10 Scientific Area in a competition at University of Milan, Italy, and got the position at the Faculty of Biotechnological Sciences in Bari.
· On 01/10/05: she acquired eligibility as Full Professor in the VET/10 Scientific Area in a competition at the University of Sassari, Italy, and got the position at the same Faculty of Biotechnological Sciences in Bari.
· Since 01/11/08: She is confirmed Full Professor in the VET/10 Scientific Area at the Department of Animal Production, University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy.
· On 22/07/2012, she moved to the Department of Emergency and Organ Transplantation (DETO) – Section of Veterinary Clinics and Animal Productions, University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy.
· On 01/11/14 she moved to the Department of Biosciences, Biotechnologies and Biopharmaceutics (DBBB), University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy.

TEACHING ACTIVITY 
(updated for the Academic Year 2017/18):
· UNIVERSITY OF BARI ALDO MORO
· “Reproductive Biotechnologies in Domestic Animals” at the Bachelor Degree Course in Agri-food Biotechnologies;
· “Reproductive Biotechnologies” at the Master Degree Course in Medical Biotechnologies and Molecular Medicine;
· “Reproductive Biotechnologies in Domestic Animals” at the Veterinary Specialization School in Physiopathology of Reproduction in Domestic Animals;
· UNIVERSITY OF SANNIO
· “Reproductive Biotechnologies in large animal models” at the Master Degree Course in Genetic Sciences and Technologies;

RESEARCH ACTIVITY
MAIN RESEARCH AREAS
· Physiology and pathology of gamete and embryo development in farm animals (horse, cow, sheep);
· Reproductive biotechnologies in farm animals for the purposes of animal production industry and as models for human reproductive medicine;
· Reproductive toxicology in farm animal models as alternatives to laboratory animals;
· Isolation and characterization of mesenchymal stem cells from fetal adnexa in farm animals. 

SPECIFIC TOPICS
· Biomarkers of ovarian follicle development;
· Invasive and non-invasive biomarkers of oocyte meiotic and developmental competence;
· Oocyte fertilization by conventional in vitro fertilization (IVF) and intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI) and by piezo-assisted ICSI;
· Methods for in vitro culture of pre-implantation embryos;
· Embryo quality evaluation by Conventional Morphology Assessment (CMA) and Time-lapse monitoring of embryo development morphokinetic parameters;
· Somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT);
· Cryopreservation (by slow freezing or vitrification) of oocytes, embryos and ovarian tissues;
· Analysis of mitochondria bioenergy potential and oxidative stress in oocytes, embryos, ovarian tissues and primary cultures from fetal adnexa;
· Expression and functional role of G protein- coupled receptors, such as mu opioid receptor (MOR) and extracellular calcium sensing receptor (CaSR) in gametes, embryos and primary cultures from fetal adnexa;
· Effects of environmental contaminants from food and antropogenic activities (mycotoxins, heavy metals and phthalates) on oocyte meiotic and developmental competence and sperm function;
· Isolation, in vitro proliferation and cytogenetic and molecular characterization of fetal adnexa derived mesenchymal stem cells (Wharton's jelly, amnion, amniotic fluid and placental cotyledons);
· Animal models for the identification of early biomarkers of ovarian cancer.

From 2001 to 2013 he has been a member of the PhD Committee of Reproductive Biology in Humans and Domestic Animals included in the PhD School in BioSciences and Methods for Health at University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy.

AWARDS:
· Member of the National Scientific Committee of Italian Society of Veterinary Sciences (SISVET) 2016-18
· Member of the Local Organizing Committee of the ICAR Congress Bologna 2020

She is author of 60 full-length peer-reviewed papers published in international scientific journals.

CITATION REPORTS  

Web of Science (9 FEBBRAIO 2018):
h-index 19; citations: 1209; without self cit: 1093; citing articles: 988;  without self cit:   946; 

SCOPUS author details (9 FEBBRAIO 2018):
h-index 21; citations: 1346; 

REVIEWER ACTIVITY 
· Biology of Reproduction (BOR),
· Molecular Reproduction and Development (MRD),
· Theriogenology,
· Reproductive Biology and Endocrinology (RBE),
· Reproduction in Domestic Animals (RDA),
· Human Reproduction (HR),
· Reproduction,
· Journal of Human Reproduction Science
· Equine Veterinary Journal
· Cell Biology and Toxicology (CBTO)
· Fertility and Sterility
· Animal Reproduction Science (ANIREP)
· Stem Cells

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES MEMBERSHIP 
Società Italiana Scienze Veterinarie (SISVET), 
Società Italiana di Riproduzione (SIR),
Società Italiana di Riproduzione Animale (SIRA), 
Federazione delle Società Italiane di Riproduzione (FISSR), 
Society for the Study of Reproduction (SSR),
European Society of Human Reproduction and Embryology (ESHRE), 
International Embryo Transfer Society (IETS)

RESPONSIBILITY IN RECENTLY FUNDED RESEARCH PROJECTS

· (2003) National Coordinator of the Project MIUR COFIN PRIN 2003 "Role of endogenous opioid peptides (EOP) as local co-regulators of oocyte maturation and embryogenesis in vitro in domestic animals";
· (2004) Responsible Scientist (Resp. Sci) Progetto d'Ateneo University of Bari, Italy, 2004 "Quantitative analysis, by Real Time RT-PCR and immunofluorescence with image analysis, of mu-opioid receptor expression in oocytes, uterus and intestine in the horse";
· (2007) Resp. Sci. Progetto d'Ateneo University of Bari, Italy, 2007 "Effects of opioids and polyamines as oxidative stress protectants in assisted reproductive technologies in animal models";
· (2008) Resp. Sci. Progetto d'Ateneo University of Bari, Italy, 2008 "Confocal imaging of oocyte lipids/mitochondria association in animal models. Possible marker of oocyte function";
· (2008) Resp. Sci. R.U. for the project by "Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di Puglia" "Salvaguardia delle razze ovine autoctone allevate nella Regione Puglia"/ Safeguard of ovine autoctonous breeds reared in Apulia Region" (2008-2009);
· (2009) Resp. Sci. Progetto d'Ateneo University of Bari, Italy, 2009 "Isolation, propagation and characterization of stem cells from umbilical cord in animal models";
· (2009) Resp. Sci. R.U. Project MIUR Cofin PRIN 2009 (Award by University of Bari, Italy) “Effetti di composti fenolici ad attività antiossidante derivati da acque di vegetazione olearia su parametri bioenergetici e potenzialità di sviluppo di ovociti vitrificati. Tecnologie innovative per indagini sul modello ovino e applicazioni in medicina riproduttiva umana”. / Effects of olive mill wastewater-derived phenolic compounds with antioxidant activity on bioenergy parameters and developmental potential of vitrified oocytes. Novel technologies for investigations in the sheep animal model and applications in human reproductive medicine;
· (2010) Resp. Sci. Progetto d'Ateneo, University of Bari, Italy 2010 "Effects of environmental pollutants (phthalates) on female fertility: development of non-invasive tests in animal models to assess bioenergetic status and oxidative stress in the cumulus-oocyte complex";
· (2010) Component of the Italian RU (Univ. Bari) of the European project: ENPI CBCMED Cross border cooperation in the Mediterranean PROCAMED “Promotion des systèmes camelins innovants et des filières locales pour une gestion durable des territoires saharienne. Financed in 2010-2013;
· (2011) Resp. Sci of R.U. for the Project Regione Sardegna - Legge Regione Sardegna 7 Agosto 2007 Nº7: “Promozione della Ricerca Scientifica e dell'Innovazione Tecnologica in Sardegna” Progetto (codice CRP-17602) “Strategie innovative diagnostico-terapeutiche per migliorare il potenziale di sviluppo dell'ovocita vitrificato: ricerca traslazionale sul modello animale ovino e applicazioni in medicina riproduttiva umana” Approved September 2011-2014;
·  (2012) Resp. Sci. Progetto d'Ateneo, University of Bari, Italy 2012. “Effects of extracellular calcium on proliferation and differenziation potency of fetal adnexa-derived stem cells in animal models”;
· (2012) Resp. Sci. R.U. in the National PON MIUR project "ONEV" (Omiche e Nanotecnologie applicate agli Esseri Viventi per la diagnosi di malattie/ Omics and Nanotechnologies in living beings for disease diagnosis) PON MIUR a3_00134 - Avviso n. 254/Ric. del 18 maggio 2011 (Approved Nov. 2012);
· (2014) Resp.Sci. R.U. in the regional project "LABERPAR" (LAboratorio Benessere ed Efficienza Riproduttiva e Produttiva degli Animali da Reddito/ Laboratory for animal welfare, productive and reproductive efficiency in farm animals) Rete di Laboratori Pubblici di Ricerca Regione Puglia Avviso Pubblico BUR Puglia n. 41 del 13 marzo 2008 (Approved Sept. 2011, revised and confirmed February 2013; financed 29/12/2014 and still underway;
· (2014) Component of R.U. for a National Project for Young Researchers, Ministry of Health, call 2011-12, (Principal Investigator Dr. N.A. Martino) Title: OMICS biomarkers of xenobiotic- and radiation-induced ovarian failures in farm animals – Impact on animal production and translational research for human reproductive medicine. Approved January 2014; financed November 2014 and still underway.
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