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COURSE OF STUDY Languages and Cultures for Tourism and International Mediation – L12 

ACADEMIC YEAR: 2025-2026  

ACADEMIC SUBJECT English Culture and Literature (G-O) 
 

General information

Year of the course 1st year 
Academic calendar (starting 
and ending date) 

Second term (23rd February 2026 – 15th May 2026) 

Credits (CFU/ETCS): 6  
SSD ANGL-01/A English Literature

L-LIN/10 - English Literature 
Component Code A003643
Language English
Mode of attendance As stated in Article 4 of the Study Course Regulations, attending lectures is not 

mandatory but highly encouraged. 
  

Professor/ Lecturer 

Name and Surname  Angelo Monaco
E-mail angelo.monaco@uniba.it  
Telephone +390805714873 
Department and address  Room 8, first floor, Palazzo di Ateneo, (Piazza Umberto I, 1 – 70122) 
Virtual room https://elearning.uniba.it/login/index.php
Office Hours (and modalities: 
e.g., by appointment, on line, 
etc.) 

Wednesdays, from 11:30 am to 1 pm. Appointments must be booked via email.

  

Work schedule   

Hours 

Total Lectures Hands-on (laboratory, workshops, working 
groups, seminars, field trips) 

Out-of-class study 
hours/ Self-study 
hours 

150 48 /// 102 

CFU/ETCS 
6 /// /// /// 

  

Learning Objectives The course aims to acquire skills in certain aspects of English and/or anglophone 
culture, combining history, philosophy, literature and cinema. Through the 
analysis of representative and significant texts from areas relevant to the course 
objectives, the aim is to foster awareness of the historicity of the chosen literary 
and cultural texts.

Course prerequisites Students attending the course should possess adequate language competence, as 
the course is taught in English (Italian will be used when necessary) and primary 
and secondary sources are mostly in their original language. Students should 
possess adequate linguistic and cultural competence acquired in secondary 
schools.

  

Teaching strategie Lectures, seminars and workshops.

Expected learning outcomes 
in terms of 

On completion of the programme, the successful student will be able to: 
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Knowledge and 
understanding on: 

 identify different aspects of Anglophone literary and non-literary 
culture and related contexts, including related to climate change; 

 analyse primary sources and identify the main features of different text 
types and literary genres in different cultural contexts;  

 identify the main methodologies for text analysis. 
Applying knowledge and 
understanding on:  

 read and contextualise a cultural text, identifying its key features;
 critically analyse the primary sources and apply the basic methods of 

inquiry and multimedia tools and to explore socio-cultural processes.
Soft skills Making informed judgments and choices 

 identify the main cultural issues and text types in their historical 
evolution; 

 identify the difference between primary and secondary sources and 
ways of relating them; 

 identify the relevance and correct use of IT resources as research 
instruments. 
 

Communicating knowledge and understanding 
 communicate in English in a range of specific themes and issues in 

Anglophone culture, using both the primary and secondary sources 
correctly. 

 
Capacities to continue learning 

 recognise and critically reflect on the constant historical evolution of 
texts and forms; 

 apply different tools and methods of inquiry and use the critical material 
provided to explore the socio-cultural processes at issue. 

Syllabus  

Content knowledge The Value of Water: Water Stories in Anglophone Literature and Culture 
This course explores the theme of water, investigating how literature heightens 
our understanding of ecological concerns and shapes our views of the nonhuman 
environment. We will analyse literary works from the anglophone world, 
alongside a documentary, to demonstrate how writers portray different bodies of 
water (sea/wetlands) and extreme weather events (floods), tackling the challenges 
associated with the water/climate crisis. The aim is to emphasise that urgent 
ecological issues are intrinsically cultural. Key topics of study will include: 
 
 postcolonial theory and ecology 
 environmental humanities and ecocriticism 
 blue humanities and the Anthropocene 

 

Texts and readings Primary texts:
 A. Ghosh, The Hungry Tide, Harper Collins, 2004. 
 J. Lahiri, The Lowland, Bloomsbury, 2013. 
 S. Moss, Summerwater, Picador, 2020. 
 F. Stevens, dir. Before the Flood, National Geographic, 2016. 

 
Secondary texts: 
 A. Ghosh, The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable, 

Random House, 2016 (selected chapters). 
 A. Monaco, Water Stories in the Anthropocene: Anglophone Climate-Change 

Fiction, Routledge, 2024 (selected chapters). 
 P. Mukherjee, Postcolonial Environments: Nature, Culture and the Contemporary 

Indian Novel in English, Palgrave Macmillan, 2010 (selected chapters). 
 P. K. Nayar, Postcolonial Literature: An Introduction, Pearson, 2008 (selected 

chapters). 
 further critical readings will be made available on the e-learning website.
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Notes, additional materials Reference texts will be integrated with slides, which will be made available 
through the course e-learning site. Further suggestions about the texts will be 
provided during the lessons. Non-attending students are encouraged to contact 
me to personalise their readings. 

Repository https://elearning.uniba.it/login/index.php (CLI_GO_2526) 
  

Assessment  Oral exam. To sit an exam, it is mandatory to register on ESSE3. 
Knowledge and understanding
 students’ ability to contextualise the key topics under 

examination backgrounds, and discuss their significance in 
contemporary culture. 

 
Applying knowledge and understanding 
 students’ ability to analyse the literary and non-literary texts under 

examination, and recognise their generic and linguistic features, 
as well as discuss their content and ideology. 

 
 

Making informed judgments and choices:  
 students’ ability to analyse and interpret the historical experience 

under examination as represented in a variety of cultural 
institutions and products in contemporary society;  

 communicating knowledge and understanding; 
 students’ ability to read the primary sources, making use of 

different methods and critical tools 
 

Communicating knowledge and understanding: 
 students’ ability to communicate in English correctly and use 

appropriate vocabulary. 
 

Capacities to continue learning 
 students’ ability to recognise and critically reflect on the historical 

evolution of texts and forms, and to apply different tools and 
methods of inquiry. 

Examinations are graded according to a scale ranging from 0 to 30, with 18 
as a pass grade. A cum laude may be added to the highest grade (30 e lode). 
Students fail the exam if they lack the basic knowledge of the topics included 
in the programme. Marks are progressively given according to the levels of 
knowledge and abilities defined in the syllabus, and are classified as follows: 

 18-20: elementary knowledge of the subjects and elementary 
argumentative and communicative skills; 

 21-23: satisfactory knowledge of the subjects and satisfactory 
argumentative and communicative skills; 

 24-26: good knowledge of the subjects included in the programme 
and good argumentative and communicative skills; 

 27-29: excellent knowledge of the subjects and excellent 
argumentative and communicative skills; 

 30 and 30 cum laude: excellent knowledge of the subjects and 
excellent argumentative and communicative skills. In addition to 
this, the students who can create significant intertextual links will 
receive the cum laude grade. 

The oral exam will cover the following subjects: postcolonial theory, the blue 
humanities, the primary texts and the critical readings. 
All teaching material, office hours and other information will be made 
available on my webpage, in the section “Didattica”: 
https://www.uniba.it/it/docenti/monaco-angelo 

 

 


