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exe/lab/tutor:  
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No 
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Prerequisites: Basic knowledge of public law and contemporary history 

 

Educational objectives: Students will learn about the fundamental values, principles and rules of public international 

law, the international legal system and the way that it works. Students will also acquire the intellectual openness, 

technical expertise and critical thinking abilities that are necessary to respond effectively to professional challenges. 
 

 

 

 

Expected learning 

outcomes (according to 

Dublin Descriptors)  

 

 

 

Knowledge and understanding: Knowledge and understanding of the structure and 

features of International Community and of International Law. 

 

Applying knowledge and understanding: Practical application of the acquired 

knowledge and understanding in complex situations. 

 

Making judgements: Developing critical thinking and reflection in the examination of 

contemporary issues in international law and case studies. 

 

Communication: Presenting information and explanations to an audience, through the 

written or oral mode of communication accurately and concisely. 

 

Lifelong learning skills: Developing skills, critical thinking and methodological 

knowledge to respond to the intellectual and professional challenges. 

 

Course program 

Features of the International Community and of International Law. States and non-States entities. 

 

The sources of public international law: international custom, ius cogens, international treaties, general principles of 

international law recognized by civilized nations, other sources. The relationship and interaction between national legal 

systems and international law. 

 

The law of the sea. Sovereignty and its limits. Immunities of States and State officials. Dispute settlement and dispute 

settlement procedures. The international tribunals. The protection of foreign citizens and migrants. The international 

protection of human rights. The international responsibility for international wrongful acts. The use of force. The UN 

collective security system. 

 
Teaching methods: Lessons and seminars. Concrete situations will be addressed and students will be expected to discuss and 

argue the legally relevant aspects. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monism_and_dualism_in_international_law


Auxiliary teaching: International law sources, international tribunals and courts judgments, and international 

organizations acts will be analyzed in depth and discussed to make students familiar with international law sources and 

to develop critical thinking. 

 

Assessment methods: Oral examination 

 

Bibliography: B. Conforti, Diritto internazionale, XI ed. (a cura di M. Iovane), Editoriale scientifìca, Napoli, 2018, 

except pp. 162-184 (parr. 16-18) and 370-386 (par. 41) 

or  

N. Ronzitti, Introduzione al diritto internazionale, VI ed., Giappichelli Torino, 2019 (except Chapters 12 and 17);  

 

and 

U. Villani, Dalla Dichiarazione universale alla Convenzione europea dei diritti dell’uomo, II ed., Cacucci, Bari, 2015 

(ristampa 2016). 

 

 


