
 

 1 

Sciences and Management of Maritime Activities (SGAM) L-28 

A.Y. 2024-2025 

Maritime English – Common course for all curricula 

8 ECTS 
General information 

Year of the course II 

Academic calendar (starting and 
ending date) 

II Semester, from March 2025 to June 2025 

Credits (CFU/ETCS): 8 

SSD L-LIN/12 

Language 80% English, 20% Italian 

Mode of attendance Not compulsory, but highly recommended 

  

Professor/ Lecturer  

Name and Surname  Mara Marsella 

E-mail mara.marsella@uniba.it 

Telephone +39 329 443 7313 

Department and address  Taranto 

Virtual room - 

Office Hours (and modalities: 
e.g., by appointment, on line, 
etc.) 

Following the lessons, upon the student's request via email. 

    

Work schedule   

Hours 

Total Lectures Hands-on (laboratory, workshops, working 
groups, seminars, field trips) 

Out-of-class study 
hours/ Self-study 
hours 

200 64 - 136 

CFU/ETCS 

8    

  

Learning Objectives The course aims to provide the essential tools for analyzing the linguistic diversity 
of Maritime English, understood both as a specialized sector-specific language 
and as a lingua franca (LF) within the context of global maritime communication. 
In parallel with the study of basic morphosyntactic structures of English, in 
accordance with the B1/B2 levels of the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages (CEFR), students will explore the technical and 
professional aspects of language related to the maritime sector. Special attention 
will be given to the analysis of regulatory texts from the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), particularly the "Maritime Communication Phrases," to 
familiarize students with the standard communication practices in the maritime 
field. The goal of the course is to equip students with the linguistic skills necessary 
to operate effectively and professionally within the international maritime 
industry, fostering a solid understanding of maritime communicative practices. 

Course prerequisites No specific prior knowledge is required. However, it is recommended that 
students have consolidated the four basic language skills, both receptive and 
productive, as well as the syntactic and grammatical competences at least at an 
A2/B1 level of the CEFR. 
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Teaching strategies The course will be structured through lectures complemented by slides, group and 
individual activities, with a particular focus on the development of receptive skills 
(reading and listening) and productive skills (writing and speaking). 
Comprehension activities will focus on written texts and audio materials, aimed at 
enhancing the ability to analyze, interpret, and synthesize content in English, with 
a specific focus on the maritime sector. Students will be guided in critical analysis 
and reflection on different types of texts, developing the linguistic skills necessary 
to understand information, identify morphosyntactic structures, and decode 
implicit meanings. 
 
The lessons will include an in-depth analysis of English grammatical structures, 
maritime technical vocabulary, and specialized texts, using the textbook specified 
by the instructor as a reference tool. There will also be sessions for critical 
analysis of scientific articles, aimed at developing a methodological and critical 
approach to examining sector-specific language. 

Expected learning outcomes in 
terms of 

 

Knowledge and understanding 
on: 

• Acquisition of the grammatical structures of the English language, with 
reference to the morphosyntactic peculiarities of maritime sector-specific 
language. 

• Development of the linguistic skills necessary to manage key communicative 
functions in international professional contexts. 

Applying knowledge and 
understanding on:  

• By the end of the course, students will be able to understand the main 
cultural dynamics and maritime activities, contextualizing them in 
international professional environments. 

• Ability to use specialized resources (databases, dictionaries, technical 
glossaries, etc.) for the research and in-depth study of maritime terminology. 

Soft skills • Making informed judgments and choices: By the end of the course, students 
will be able to critically analyze authentic materials related to maritime 
language issues, developing critical thinking and a methodological approach 
to linguistic challenges. 
 

• Communicating knowledge and understanding: By the end of the course, 
students will be able to express personal opinions in a coherent and reasoned 
manner, even in international maritime contexts. Ability to report and 
comment on facts and events related to the maritime sector, using 
appropriate and specific language. Development of skills for interacting in 
communicative situations typical of maritime workplaces, simulating real 
professional scenarios. 

 

• Capacities to continue learning: By the end of the course, students will be 
able to autonomously use the resources and tools provided, such as research 
materials and analysis techniques, to explore topics related to maritime 
professions, with an awareness of their continuously evolving dynamics. 
Development of autonomous learning ability, applying acquired knowledge 
independently to address future challenges in the sector. 

Syllabus  

Content knowledge In-depth study of the fundamental structures of the English language system, 
with particular attention to morphology, syntax, and vocabulary. 
Contrastive analysis of sector-specific terminology to develop an accurate 
understanding of the technical terms and expressions used in the maritime 
context (e.g., an overview of nautical work, ports, lighthouses and docking 
stations, maritime logistics, navigation documentation, "green logistics" and 
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globalization, traditional navigation, navigation rules, maneuvers and anchoring, 
weather conditions management, electrical power on board, engines, turbines, 
safety, among others). 
Practical, targeted activities to enhance reading and comprehension skills, with a 
parallel focus on improving listening and speaking abilities. In particular, the 
course includes dedicated sessions for the analysis of the "IMO Standard 
Maritime Communication Phrases" (SMCP) texts, to examine the linguistic 
structures and standardized communication practices in the maritime context. 
The goal is to understand how phrases and expressions are constructed to ensure 
clarity, precision, and mutual understanding in international navigation 
situations, with special attention to their practical application in communications 
between crews and between vessels and control centers. This approach will allow 
students to become familiar with maritime technical language and develop skills 
in managing communication situations in real operational conditions. 
Interactive exercises designed to improve paraphrasing and translation skills, 
fostering a practical approach to managing technical language. 

Texts and readings Acklam, R., Crace, A. (2011). New Total English, Intermediate, Students' Book and 
Workbook. Longman, Units 1-10. 
 
Avola, L. (2020). Master's English. Terminology, Rules and Procedures for Use in 
the Merchant Navy. Genova: ERGA. 
 
Gherardelli, P., Wiley Harrison, E., Taylor, J. (2021). Setting Sail. English for the 
Nautical World. Milano: HOEPLI. 
 
Braghini, S. (2020). Standard di Maritime English: Una base comune per l'efficacia 
della comunicazione a bordo. Lingue Linguaggi, 39, 27-50. 
 
Materials prepared by the instructor to meet emerging learning needs. 

Notes, additional materials Integrating website: 
• www.imo.org 

Repository The teaching material is available on the dedicated platform SISDTA. 

  

Assessment   

Assessment methods Student progress will be monitored through scheduled intermediate assessments, 

occurring twice a month, which may be written and/or oral. Although the 

intermediate assessments do not directly contribute to the final grade, they 

provide a valuable opportunity for students to check their progress and orient 

themselves correctly in their studies, both in the classroom and independently. 

• Written Exam: Students will undertake a written test that will assess their 

comprehension and production skills in English, with particular focus on 

technical vocabulary and linguistic structures used in the maritime context. 

• Oral Exam: During the oral examination, students must demonstrate the 

linguistic skills necessary to handle maritime communication situations. The 

exam will evaluate the ability to decode communicative messages, with a 

focus on monologic and dialogic responses in terms of reactivity and 

interaction skills. The minimum duration of the oral test will be 7 minutes. 

During the oral exam, students will be allowed to consult helpful materials 

such as dictionaries and glossaries, especially for students with specific 



 

 4 

learning disabilities (SLD). 

The assessment methods will be the same for all students, with no distinction 
between those who attend and those who do not. 

Assessment criteria  • Knowledge and Understanding: Students demonstrate the ability to use 
grammatical structures and vocabulary correctly and fluently, with minimal 
errors, and can present concepts and knowledge clearly with appropriate 
pronunciation. 

• Application of Knowledge and Understanding: Students can apply the 
acquired knowledge, organizing their presentation effectively even without 
direct support or prompts from the instructor, showing autonomy in 
managing information. 

• Judgement Autonomy: Students can analyze questions in relation to the 
material studied, demonstrating the ability to provide critical comments and 
personal reflections on the topics covered. 

• Communication Skills: Students can present concepts clearly and effectively, 
using specialized vocabulary with ease, avoiding communication 
uncertainties and ensuring precise communication. 

• Learning Skills: Students show a strong inclination towards autonomous 
learning and research, expanding and deepening the concepts acquired, 
organizing their study efficiently. 

Final exam and grading criteria The final grade is given as a judgment of "pass". 

Further information  

  

 
 


