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COURSE OF STUDY Philosophical Science LM 78  

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024-2025 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT Comparative Literature 

 

General information 

Year of the course First Year 

Academic calendar (starting 

and ending date) 

First Semester   23.09.2024 – 10.12.2024 

Credits (CFU/ETCS): 9 CFU   

SSD L-FIL-LET/14 

Language Italian 

Mode of attendance Attendance is optional 

  

Professor/ Lecturer  

Name and Surname  Stefania Rutigliano 

E-mail stefania.rutigliano@uniba.it 

Telephone 3488921026 

Department and address  DIRIUM 

Virtual room 10al7af 

Office Hours (and modalities: 

e.g., by appointment, on line, 

etc.) 

Please write an email to stefania.rutigliano@uniba.it   

    

Work schedule   

Hours 

Total Lectures Hands-on (laboratory, workshops, working 

groups, seminars, field trips) 

Out-of-class study 

hours/ Self-study 

hours 

150 42  108 

CFU/ETCS 

 6   

  

Learning Objectives The course is aimed at enhancing a supranational critical interpretation of 

literary works by adapting the hermeneutical tools of literature and philology 

for a wide cultural approach. To study literary texts as part of an 

epistemological system by tracing in them reflections and declinations of 

certain philosophical orientations . 

Course prerequisites The students should know about periodisation and the principal issues 

regarding the history of European literature. The students should be able to 

manage a methodology in literary criticism. The students should be able to 

read and  understand at least a UE language. 

  

Teaching strategie Front lessons, seminars and panels 

Expected learning outcomes in 

terms of 

According to Dublin Descriptors the expected learning outcomes can be 

described as follows: 

Knowledge and understanding 

on: 

During the course in Comparative Literature the students acquire theoretical 

and methodological skills in at least two literatures (apart from Italian 

literature) and their respective cultures as well as in the reception 

phenomena of literary works in different contexts. 

Applying knowledge and 

understanding on:  

By means of analysis of literary texts the students acquaint themselves with 

one or more cultures other than the Italian culture and develop critical 
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contextualisation skills useful for understanding and interpreting the 

phenomena, also more recent ones, that affect and involve other cultural 

systems and artistic media. 

Soft skills  Making informed judgments and choices 

 Literary analysis develops reflection and the line of thought since it 

requires attention, perspective viewing and knowledge of the linguistic-

cultural system in question. 

 Communicating knowledge and understanding 

 The literary texts selected from several national literatures offer the 

students the possibility of reflecting on the different cultural contexts. In 

such a way the students, assisted by a widened knowledge of different 

cultures, will be able to work out a more aware, correct and efficient 

communication. 

 Capacities to continue learning 

 Reading literary works taken from different cultures strengthens the 

students’ ability to summarise and repropose contents by helping them 

create a line of thought and an argumentation as well as a supervised 

and efficient use of their language. 

Syllabus  

Content knowledge The course will consist of a first part devoted to the definition of dystopia as a 

literary genre and the issues that represent the critical target of the dystopian 

narratives considered. The second part will include the analysis of case 

studies and discussion of any seminars proposed by the students. 

Texts and readings Muzzioli F., Scritture della catastrofe: istruzioni e ragguagli per un viaggio 

nelle distopie, Meltemi 2021 (selected chapters) 

Scaffai N., Letteratura e ecologia. Forme e temi di una relazione narrativa, 

Carocci 2017 

Trexler, Anthropocene Fictions: The Novel in a Time of Climate Change, Univ. 

of Virginia 2015 (selected chapters) 

Gosh A., La grande cecità, Neri Pozza Editore, Vicenza 2017 

 

Two texts of your choice from the following: 

 

Atwood M., L’anno del diluvio, TEA 2010 or McEwan I., Solar, Einaudi, Torino 

2015 

Morselli G., Dissipatio h. g., Adelphi, Milano 2012 

Ballard J.G., Il mondo sommerso, Feltrinelli, Milano 2015 or Ballard J.G., Il 

condominio, Feltrinelli, Milano 2014 

Anders G., Brevi scritti sulla fine dell’uomo, Asterios Editore, Trieste 2016 

Ransmayr C., Il maestro della cascata, Feltrinelli, Milano 2002 

 

Notes, additional materials We recommend: 

Claeys G., Utopianism for a dying planet: Life after Consumerism, Princeton 

Univ. Press 2022 

Latour B., Non siamo mai stati moderni, Elèuthera 2018 

Repository Some didactic materials will be uploaded on teams class (code 10al7af) 

  

Assessment   

Assessment methods Oral examination to test if the students have acquainted the expected 

learning outcomes. 

Assessment criteria   Knowledge and understanding 
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 The students’ skills in adopting a correct lexicon and appropriate 

instruments for text analysis in the presentation of the works and the 

questions raised during the course will be taken into account in order to 

evaluate the level of knowledge and understanding skills 

 Applying knowledge and understanding 

 The students’ skills in applying acquired knowledge to other 

historical/literary and cultural areas will be considered in order to 

evaluate the students’ applied knowledge and understanding skills.  

 Autonomy of judgment 

 In order to evaluate the level of ability of Making informed judgements 

and choices the students’ perspicacity regarding the use of methods and 

the formulation of a critique and interpretation will be considered. 

 Communication (Communicating knowledge and understanding) skills 

will be evaluated based on how the students reason about complex 

questions taking into account major contributions of literary criticism. 

 Capacities to continue learning will be evaluated by the students’ 
analytical comprehension of the works and their collocation in their 

historical and cultural context. Furthermore, the students’ ability to 

apply methodological instruments and acquired knowledge to 

phenomena and contexts beyond the course’s contents will be 

considered. 

Final exam and grading criteria The final grade is given in thirtieths. The exam is considered passed when the 

grade is greater than or equal to 18. The oral examination consists of a series 

of questions related to the examination program. The final grade will be 

awarded according to the following measurement criteria: 

18-21: Basic or sometimes deficient knowledge of content exposed in 

language that is not always adequate. The arguments provided are not 

always satisfactory. 

22-25: basic knowledge of content expounded in partially adequate 

language. Arguments provided are satisfactory though generic or notional. 

26-28 good knowledge of content expounded in adequate language. The 

arguments provided are satisfactory. 

28-30: Very good knowledge of the content expounded in language that is 

always adequate. Arguments are sound and consciously provided. 

30 cum laude: the award of praise is reserved for those who also 

demonstrate marked versatility in intertextual connections, ability to analyze 

and interpret one or more texts or phenomena. 

 

Further information  

 

 


