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Prerequisites/requirements Students are expected to possess the competence as furnished
by the propaedeutical first-year module in English Literature.
Expected learning outcomes On completion of this module the successful student will have
acquired:

Knowledge and understanding

e Metacritical awareness of the specificity of literary studies
within the humanities, and of the current critical debate
regarding the present condition of crisis in the field;

e Advanced knowledge of the historical and cultural dynamics
underlying literary discourse, as exemplified in selected
itineraries in English Literature.

e Advanced critical ability to analyse issues including the notion
of canon vs. hon- or new canonical literature; the
continuities and discontinuities between periods and literary
movements; the dynamics of literary genres against the
historical dynamics.




Applying knowledge and understanding

e Advanced ability to read and contextualise texts within the
selected areas;

e Advanced research abilities in the discipline, with special
reference to texts and literary genres and their relative
historical-cultural contexts;

e Refined control of specific vocabulary pertaining to the
various areas of literary discourse, both per se and in view of
teaching purposes.

Making informed judgements and choices

e Advanced abilities to formulate critically conscious
judgments, as based on advanced analytical skills which can
be applied to complex literary and cultural phenomena;

e Ability in the critical and comparative use of literary
translation.

Communicating knowledge and understanding

e Advanced ability to discuss complex topics with critical
awareness in correct academic English;

e Possession of abilities and tools to write an extended piece
of writing (dissertation) in correct academic English.

Capacities to continue learning

e Ability to reflect on issues of literary periodization, and
critically use literary histories;

e Ability to use research methodologies and tools in areas
other than those dealt with in the module with full autonomy
and critical awareness.

Contents

The module in English Literature |l for the Postgraduate
Programme in Modern Languages and Literatures (LM-37) aims
to provide students with advanced research skills in the area,
with an eye to teaching as well. While the current debate on the
crisis of the humanities provides a critically relevant frame, the
module considers a number of specific topics, focusing on the
defining traits of literary culture and texts within the historical
and cultural contexts in which they are produced. In terms of
contents, the modes of representing reality and genre
experimentation are given special attention, alongside the
acquisition of advanced theoretical and critical/meta-critical tools
that are necessary for students to enhance their analytical and
critical abilities, which may also be applied to teaching.

Course program

‘Literature Matters’: Teaching and Researching Literature in the
21st Century

The course aims to enhance students’ researching and teaching
skills in the subject. It investigates the dynamic tension between
the specificity of the literary fact — the formal and generic traits
that identify a piece of writing as literature — and its inherent and
inescapable historicity. To this purpose, a number of primary
texts from across different genres and times are proposed for
examination, each epitomizing one core focus within a definite
historical segment. The expected outcome is the construction of




critical map of literature in a cross-historical context that may
also account for the transformations of form and genre. An
introductory unit will consider a selection of the current debate
on the nature and specific location of the humanities and
literature in modern curricula as well as society at large.
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https://modernism.coursepress.yale.edu/
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Notes

An anthology of primary sources and a detailed reading list will
be made available during the course @
http://www.uniba.it/docenti/dellarosa-franca/attivita-didattica

Teaching methods

The course will be taught in English.

Multimedia material will be used; extra material and ppt
presentations will be uploaded on the Department e-learning
platform.

Students will be encouraged to carry out research autonomously,
both individually and in groups, on topics dealt with in the
course, which may be evaluated as partial exam.

Seminars with visiting British staff are planned to take place
during the course.

Assessment methods

Oral presentation and discussion in English.

Evaluation criteria

Assessment will consider the following:

e The student’s ability to contextualize literary discourse and
the texts selected for specific study within the relevant
cultural, literary and historical dynamics; their theoretical and
critical awareness, as well as their ability to discuss complex
literary phenomena; their awareness of the current debate
on literature and the humanities.

e The student’s analytical and critical abilities, with reference
to literary genre, and their accuracy in the use of the specific
language in the field.

e The student's general advancement in research abilities and
handling of advanced research tools.

e The student’s communication abilities in general, in relation
to the expected development in language competence as per
the course year, with special reference to the use of the
academic register.

Further information

Email: franca.dellarosa@uniba.it

Tel: + 39080571 7026

Office hours and all information available @
http://www.uniba.it/docenti/dellarosa-franca/attivita-didattica
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