
 

 

COURSE OF STUDY  

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT PROTECTED AREA PLANNING Modulo del C.I. di 

PIANIFICAZIONE DEL TERRITORIO 9 CFU 
 
 
 

General information 

Academic subject Protected Area Planning 

Degree course MANAGEMENT OF GREEN SPACES, WOODS AND PROTECTED AREAS 

Academic Year III year 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) 6 CFU 

Language Italian 

Academic calendar (starting and ending date) From  23/02/2026 al 12/06/2026) 

Attendance Not compulsory 

  

Professor/ Lecturer  

Name and Surname  Valeria Monno 

E-mail valeria.monno@ poliba.it 

Telephone 080 5963336 

Department and address Department of Civil, Environmental, Land, Building Engineering and Chemistry 
(DICATECh), Politecnico di Bari, via Orabona, 70125 Bari. 

Virtual headquarters Teams code: wmk8a28. 

Tutoring (time and day) From Monday to Friday by appointment  

    

  

Syllabus  

Learning Objectives The Degree Course (CdS) in Management of Green Spaces, Woods and Protected 
Areas aims to provide the knowledge and skills necessary for the management of 
green spaces in urban and territorial contexts, for the management of woods and 
protected areas, with the aim of contributing to the development of the territory, 
to the fight against climate change and to the protection of the quality of the 
natural and anthropized environment, working to contribute to the achievement 
of the objectives set by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Course prerequisites No prior knowledge is required 

Contents The course aims to provide the basic knowledge and skills needed to plan and 
manage protected areas from a perspective of sustainable local development, 
considering their diversity and complexity and their inescapable connection with 
their territorial contexts. It develops skills in analysing human and natural systems 
and managing their mutual interactions to protect and enhance biodiversity and 
the these territories peculiar landscape, historical, cultural, and socioeconomic 
characteristics. 
Specifically, it illustrates and discusses strategies and principle and practice 
orienting protected area planning from a theoretical and practical perspective, 
focusing on the following topics:  

• In between conservation and sustainability: the evolution of approaches, 
methods, and processes for planning protected areas.  

• Regulatory framework, typologies, and classifications of protected areas. 



 

 

• Plans and protection regimes. 
• Constructing a knowledge system for planning and management of 

protected areas 
• Territorial and landscape integration  
• Rural Landscapes, botanical heritage and ecological networks. 
• Actors and local community engagement  
• Best Practices  
• Notes on environmental assessment procedures 

Books and bibliography Slides and handouts by the teacher 

Additional materials   

  

Work schedule  

Total  Lectures Hands on (Laboratory, working groups, seminars, 
field trips) 

Out-of-class study 
hours/ Self-study 
hours 

Hours 

60 32  28  90 

ECTS 

6 4 2   

Teaching strategy The course topics will be covered with the help of Power Point presentations, 
classroom exercises, use of digital tools and online platforms (TEAMS) for the 
distribution of teaching materials and for the analysis of case studies. Laboratories 
and seminar are organised to examine closely specific theoretical and practical 
issues and carried out a group project. 

  

Expected learning outcomes At the end of the training course the student will have to 

Knowledge and understanding 
on: 

o know and understand the functions and role of protected area 
planning for environmental protection and the enhancement of 
territorial resources, in connection with social and economic 
development, including tourism. 

o be able to use methods, techniques, and tools for analysing and 
interpreting territorial dynamic inside and outside the protected 
areas, by adopting a systemic approach 

o know and understand different protection regimes and  management 
models, as well as to identify critical issues for promoting the local 
sustainable development 
 
 

Applying knowledge and 
understanding on:  

o critically analyse protected area planning tools and the proposed 
management models, by identifying their critical issues and potential 
to promote local sustainable development 

o Identify solutions and appropriate protected area planning activities 
o be able to collaborate in protected area planning activities. 

Soft skills Making informed judgments and choices 
o Develop independent judgments in evaluating the effectiveness of 

planning and management tools in promoting integrated strategies 
for biodiversity protection and local development, and in the 
interactions between territorial contexts and protected areas. 

Communicating knowledge and understanding 
o use non-technical summaries and communication tools aimed at a 



 

 

broader audience, the objectives and content of protected area 
planning tools, and highlight their relevance for the development of 
territorial systems. 

Capacities to continue learning 
o understand and address, also through subsequent training and 

practical experiences, the main pitfalls and innovations emerging 
from the practices of protected area planning  

o propose technical and organizational solutions aimed at improving 
the possibility of addressing them effectively in practice. 

  

Assessment and feedback  

Methods of assessment The exam consists of an oral test on the topics developed during the theoretical 
and theoretical-practical lessons in the classroom as reported in the Course of 
Study Teaching Regulations .Studens are required to develop individually or in 
group a management project in a protected area. The project contributes to the 
evaluation of the profit exam on a par with the final exam. 
The evaluation of the student's preparation is based on pre-established criteria, 
while the grade is also in accordance with what is reported in the Course of Study 
Teaching Regulations. 

Evaluation criteria  Knowledge and understanding  
• classify and plannign protected areas in relation to current regulatory 

frameworks. 
• use methods, techniques, and tools for analysing and interpreting the 

territorial context; 
• discuss and outline protection and enhancement actions 
 

Making independent judgments: 
• discuss plans and regulations for protected areas, identifying critical issues 

and possibilities of local development in relation to the promotion of 
biodiversity. 

• discuss in detail critical issues and potential in relation to management 
actions related to the protection and enhancement of rural landscapes. 

 
Communication skills: 

• Ability to illustrate explain, through the use of IT and other communication 
tools the sustainable development processes triggered by protected area 
planning tools. 

 
Learning skills 

• Identify suitable solutions for efficiently managing protected area.  

Criteria for assessment and 
attribution of the final mark 

The final grade is assigned in thirtieths. The exam is considered passed when the 
grade is greater than or equal to 18. The final evaluation is carried out by assigning 
the following weights: 
• Language skills contribute up to 30% of the final grade; 
• Mnemonic knowledge of the topics contributes up to 30% of the final grade; 
• Reasoning ability contributes up to the remaining 40% 

Additional information  

  

 


