
   

 

COURSE OF STUDY Management of green spaces, forests and protected areas 

NEST 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT Park and garden 
 
 
 

General information 

Academic subject Park and gardens 

Degree course Management of green spaces, forests and protected areas NEST 

Academic Year 2025-2026 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) 3 

Language Italian  (English will be used on request and where foreign students are present for 
teaching material) 

Academic calendar (starting and ending date) I semester (22/09/25 - 16/01/26) 

Attendance Optional, strongly recommended 

  

Professor/ Lecturer  

Name and Surname  Barbara De Lucia 

E-mail barbara.delucia@uniba.it 

Telephone 39 080 5443039; 3462267863 

Department and address Department of Soil, Plant and Food Sciences (DiSSPA) Via Amendola 165/a 
Complex F, second floor, room no. 34 

Virtual headquarters teams code for tutoring activities 

Tutoring (time and day) Flexible. It is preferable to arrange an appointment by e-mail or telephone 

    

  

Syllabus  

Learning Objectives Knowledge and understanding of: 
- design and management criteria for contemporary parks and gardens; 
specialised greens (technical-functional, sporting, recreational, cultural, 
educational);  
- most common herbaceous and shrub species and their use in the design and 
management of green spaces. 
- landscaping, as a system within which the built part of cities and peri-urban areas 
are located. 

Course prerequisites Ecology, environmental botany, pedology, soil chemistry 

Contents Contemporary parks and gardens: comparing innovation and tradition (0.5 CFU) 
- The historical evolution of gardens 
- The ecosystem benefits of green spaces 
- Gardens for all and contemporary parks 
- The Mediterranean Garden 
Urban climate and choice of herbaceous and shrub species (0.5 CFU) 
- Climate in the urban environment: the heat island 
- Criteria for choosing herbaceous and shrub species 
- Plant quality; ornamental nursery gardening 
Green composition (0.5 CFU) 
- Dominant element, perspective and proportions 



   

 

- Colour and texture; growth in time and space 
Hedges, borders and ground cover species (0.5 CFU) 
- Pedoclimatic and agronomic requirements 
- Size, flowering time, foliage and habit 
- Post-planting management needs 
Strategies for improving the compatibility of greenery with the Mediterranean 
environment (0.5 CFU) 
- Xeriscaping techniques 
 Specialised ‘greens’ (0.5 CFU) 
- Playgrounds, Pocket gardens, Robinson gardens 
- Cemetery, educational, experiential green. 
- Urban gardens 
- Technical-functional, sports, recreational, cultural greenery 

Books and bibliography Nelson Byrd Woltz: Garden, Park, Community, Farm (2013), 
Princeton Architectural 

Additional materials  handouts 

  

Work schedule  

Total  Lectures Hands-on (Laboratory, working groups, seminars, 
field trips) 

Out-of-class study 
hours/ Self-study 
hours 

Hours 

24 24 0  

ECTS 

 3 0  

Teaching strategy Lecture with Multimedia, Lectures introducing the basic themes of park and 
garden management  

  

Expected learning outcomes  

Knowledge and understanding 
on: 

By the end of the course, the student will have acquired a knowledge of the 
characteristics and problems of the green management sector and will have 
gained a grounding in the field of herbaceous and shrub plants, in the criteria for 
selecting species for use in parks and gardens, and in specialised greenery 

Applying knowledge and 
understanding on:  

Recognise herbaceous and shrubby ornamental plants, hedges and borders 
Manage herbaceous and shrub species in green areas 

Soft skills At the end of the course, the student should be able to draw up a project for the 
planting and care of herbaceous and shrub species in green areas 
At the end of the course, the student should be able to apply the knowledge 
meaningfully 
Ability to expound and argue on issues concerning the choice of herbaceous and 

shrubby species in green areas. Capacity of communication and relation within a 

multidisciplinary work group and capacity of judgement on a technical level. 

Ability to learn autonomously. 

  

Assessment and feedback  

Methods of assessment  

Evaluation criteria   Ability to understand the phenomena underlying the choice of species for 
urban and peri-urban green spaces 



   

 

 Ability to understand the biological characteristics of the main taxonomic 
groups of herbaceous and shrub species. 

Criteria for assessment and 
attribution of the final mark 

The evaluation of the students' tests is carried out based on pre-established 
criteria, which include: 
(a) consistency with the topics of the syllabus, 
(b) The quality of the treatment 
(c) The ability to analyse 
d) the level of structuring of arguments. 

Additional information  

  

 


