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Basic teaching activities M-FIL/03 Moral Philosophy

Class schedule

Period Second term
Year 2022
Type of class Lecture (with seminar-style discussion and group work)

Time management

Hours 225
In-class study hours 63
Out-of-class study hours 162

Academic calendar

Class begins 4t of April 2022
Class ends 27t May 2022
Syllabus

Prerequisites/requirements

none

Expected learning outcomes (according to
Dublin Descriptors) (it is recommended
that they are congruent with the learning
outcomes contained in A4a, A4b, Adc
tables of the SUA-CdS)

The course aims to provide an introduction to central issues
in moral philosophy through an in-depth reading of some
selected chapters from Montaigne’s Essays, relating
Montaigne’s thinking and concerns to the work of some of the
principal figures in the history of moral philosophy (including
Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hume and Kant) as well as bringing it to
bear on some debates in contemporary moral philosophy.

Knowledge and understanding

The capacity to make sense of Montaigne’s thinking in its
historical context; knowledge of some landmarks in the
history of moral philosophy; understanding of some key issues
in moral philosophy.

Applying knowledge and understanding
The capacity to understand and interpret the work of some

major figures in the history of moral philosophy; the capacity
to place such works in their specific context; the capacity to
engage critically with a range of issues in moral philosophy.




Making informed judgements and choices

The capacity for careful independent judgement and
argumentation, both in relation to interpretative and
substantive issues.

Communicating knowledge and understanding
The capacity effectively to communicate complex arguments,

in seminar discussion as well as in writing.

Capacities to continue learning

The capacity critically to analyze classical and contemporary
philosophical texts and to bring them to bear on questions of
everyday moral thinking.

Contents

Topics to be covered include the objectivity of ethics and the
explanation of ethical disagreements; moral responsibility;
virtues and vices (Aristotle, Montaigne, Hume, Philippa Foot);
reasons for action and the role of an agent’s “practical
identity” in furnishing such reasons; the relation between
autonomy and morality (Montaigne and Kant); “reasons of
state” (Montaigne vs Machiavelli); moral dilemmas; religious
tolerance; the role of self-knowledge in ethics ; the “ethics of
belief”.

Course program

Bibliography I. Montaigne, Saggi, a cura di F. Garavini e A. Tournon,
Bompiani, Milano, 2014. (20,90€)
2. Mario De Caro, Sergio Filippo Magni, Maria Silvia
Vaccarezza, Le sfide delletica. Mondadori, Milano, 2021
(20,90€)
3. Aristotele, Etica nicomachea, a cura di C. Natali, Laterza,
Roma-Bari, 2005.
4. Kant, Fondazione della metdafisica dei costumi, Laterza, Roma-
Bari, 2005.
5. Hume, Ricerca sui principi della morale, Laterza, Roma-Bari,
2009.
6. Christine Korsgaard, Le origini della normativita, trad.it.
Edizioni ETS, Pisa, 2014.
7. Bernard Williams, La mordlita. Un introduzione all’etica, trad.
it. Einaudi, Torino, 2000.
8. Johannes Roessler, Azioni, ragioni e valori, Mimesis, Milano,
2022

Notes Suggestions for further reading will be provided during the

course.

Teaching methods

Lectures, discussion, group work

Assessment methods (indicate at least the
type written, oral, other)

The exam takes place through an oral interview on the
contents of the programme carried out, through which
individual preparation will be assessed.

The exam timetable is published on the Esse3 platform and on
the

CdS website at this link:
https://manageweb.ict.uniba.it/corsi/filosofia/appelli-e-
commissioni-desame

In order to register for the exam it is mandatory to use the
Esse3 system.




Evaluation criteria (Explain for each Students are expected to show

expected learning outcome what a student | () basic knowledge of the history of moral philosophy
has to know, or is able to do, and how

' (b) the capacity to understand Montaigne’s thinking in its
many levels of achievement there are.

historical context

(c) the capacity to engage with central issues in moral
philosophy

(d) the capacity carefully to develop and support a position
on a range of interpretative and substantive questions

(e) the capacity to communicate complex arguments
effectively

() The capacity critically to analyze classical and
contemporary philosophical writings and to bring them to
bear on questions of everyday moral thinking.

Further information




