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Economics & Strategies for International Markets (ESMI) 

Economics, Finance & Management (EFI) 

Academic Year: 2025 – 2026 

FRENCH LANGUAGE 

6 CREDITS 

Associated with the course for Economics & Management of Public 

Administrations (EMPA) 

 
General information 

Year of the course I or II 

Academic calendar (starting and 
ending date) 

II semester (February-June 2026) 

Credits (CFU/ETCS): 6 

SSD L-LIN/04 - Lingua e traduzione – Lingua francese 

Language Italian and French 

Mode of attendance Attendance is strongly recommended but not compulsory 

  

Professor/ Lecturer  

Name and Surname  Serena Sassi 

E-mail serena.sassi@uniba.it 

Telephone  

Department and address  c/o Dipartimento di Ricerca e Innovazione umanistica, Plesso ex Lingue, via 
Garruba, 6, III piano, stanza Dottorandi 

Virtual room Microsoft Teams 

Office Hours (and modalities: 
e.g., by appointment, on line, 
etc.) 

In person or via Microsoft Teams platform, upon sending an email to the teacher 
at least 24 hours in advance. Please consult the teacher’s webpage for further 
information. 

    

Work schedule   

Hours 

Total Lectures Hands-on (laboratory, workshops, working 
groups, seminars, field trips) 

Out-of-class study 
hours/ Self-study 
hours 

150 42  108 

CFU/ETCS 

6    

  

Learning Objectives The course aims to develop intermediate-advanced language skills in French, 
with particular emphasis on mastering the tools necessary for the analysis and 
comprehension of both written and oral texts in academic, institutional, and 
professional contexts. 
 
The program combines the study of linguistic structures with an in-depth 
exploration of the socio-cultural and political-institutional dimensions of France 
and the Francophone world. Through the analysis of authentic materials 
(journalistic texts, official documents, audiovisual content), students will be 
guided towards acquiring critical and interpretative skills essential for effective 
communication and reflection from a European and international perspective. 
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By the end of the course, students are expected to demonstrate the ability to: 

• understand and interpret complex texts, both oral and written, in the 
main areas of reference; 

• communicate in French with linguistic accuracy and appropriate use of 
terminology; 

• discuss, analyze, and critically evaluate issues and phenomena related to 
the political, socio-cultural, and economic context of France and the 
Francophone world. 

 

Course prerequisites The starting language proficiency level is B2 of the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). 

  

Teaching strategie Lecture-based teaching, use of digital platforms, practical exercises, and seminar 
activities. The exercises will include: listening to situational dialogues, reading 
articles and texts, writing short summaries and comments, and developing self-
learning skills. 

Expected learning outcomes in 
terms of 

The expected learning outcomes at the end of the course can be outlined 
according to the Dublin Descriptors as follows: 
 

• Introductory level: acquisition of basic knowledge of the phonetic, 
morpho-syntactic, and lexical structures of the French language. 

• Intermediate level: consolidation of elementary knowledge of the 
phonetic, morpho-syntactic, and lexical structures of the French 
language. 

• Threshold level: reinforcement of the basic phonetic, morpho-syntactic, 
and lexical structures of the French language and improvement in the 
comprehension of written texts. 

• Advanced level: strengthening of listening and oral production skills in 
the language. 
 

Competence descriptors: 

• Introductory level: Students will be able to engage in oral exchanges 
using elementary vocabulary related to everyday life. They will be able 
to write simple and brief notes, messages, and very basic personal 
letters. They will also be able to read while recognizing 
phonetic/orthographic correspondences. 

• Intermediate level: Students will be able to handle necessary situations 
while traveling in French-speaking countries. They will be able to 
produce simple and coherent speech on familiar topics and within their 
areas of interest. They will be able to narrate an event, experience, or 
dream; describe a landscape or a person; and give reasons for a project 
or idea. They will also be able to read aloud expressively. 

• Threshold level: Students will be able to manage necessary situations 
during travel in French-speaking countries. They will be able to produce 
simple and coherent speech on familiar topics and within their fields of 
interest. They will be able to recount an event, an experience, or a 
dream; describe a landscape or a person; and justify a project or idea. 
They will also be able to read aloud with expressiveness. 

• Advanced level: Students will be able to understand and summarize the 
essential content of a complex text. They will be able to communicate 
with a certain degree of spontaneity and fluency with a native speaker, 
express themselves clearly and in detail on a range of topics, and 
formulate opinions on current issues. 

Knowledge and understanding 
on: 

Applying knowledge and 
understanding on:  

Soft skills 
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Additional skills: 

• Independent judgment: Enhancement of grammatical and linguistic 
awareness; ability to present and argue ideas, situations, and 
descriptions; openness to various fields of knowledge and experience; 
reflection on stereotypes. 

• Communication skills: Ability to read fluently and expressively; ability to 
produce structured oral discourse. 

• Learning skills: Development of effective self-learning techniques. 
 

Syllabus  

Content knowledge The course is structured into two complementary modules and aims to provide 
students with an in-depth knowledge of the French language applied to 
economic, commercial, and institutional contexts, with a particular focus on the 
communicative dynamics of France and the Francophone world. 
 
First Module – Langue de spécialité 
This module is devoted to the acquisition of economic and business French. 
Students will be introduced to the main features of specialized language through 
the study of sector-specific vocabulary, discourse structures, and rhetorical 
strategies that characterize professional communication. Authentic texts will be 
analyzed, drawn from: 

• Francophone economic press, 

• Corporate documents and financial reports, 

• Institutional communications and official materials. 
 

Particular emphasis will be placed on morphosyntactic accuracy, terminological 
precision, and the lexico-semantic analysis of specialized terminology. 
 
Second Module – Written Production and Professional Communication 
This module is entirely dedicated to practical exercises in written and oral 
production in French. Its objective is to develop the writing and communication 
skills required to operate effectively in real professional contexts. Activities will 
include: 

• drafting professional texts (business letters, reports, summaries, 
statements), 

• translating and reformulating economic documents, 

• simulating professional situations such as interviews, presentations, and 
negotiations. 
 

Throughout the course, students will be encouraged to use bilingual and 
monolingual dictionaries, as well as specialized glossaries, both in print and 
digital formats. The reinforcement of morphosyntactic structures will take place 
through language study, written practice, and oral production. 
 

Texts and readings Bibliography and Reference Materials:  
dossier covering linguistic, communicative, and translation aspects of the 
thematic areas addressed in the course. 
 
Reference Materials: 

• BETBEZE J.-P., Les 100 mots de l’économie, Paris, éds. Que suis-je, 2025. 

• AUBERT F., L’économie des territoires, Paris, éds Que sais-je, 2022. 

• PENFORNIS JEAN-LUC, Affaires.com - Français professionnel, Niveau 
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avancé B2-C1 - Livre de l'élève - 3rd edition, CLE International. 

• PARODI L., VALLACCO M., Grammathèque. Grammaire contrastive pour 
italiens (3rd edition), Genoa, Black Cat CIDEB, 320 pp. 
 

Recommended Monolingual Dictionaries: 

• Le Petit Robert 2021, Paris, Le Robert, 2021. 

• Il Boch, Dizionario francese-italiano / italiano-francese, Bologna, 
Zanichelli, 2020. 

• Grande Dizionario di francese, Milan, Garzanti Linguistica, 2014. 
 

Specialized Dictionaries: 

• LE BRIS A., L’économie et les affaires, Bologna, Zanichelli, 2005. 

• BINON J., VERLINDE S., VAN DYCK J., BERTELS A., Dictionnaire 
d'apprentissage du français des affaires (DAFA), Paris, Éditions Didier, 
2000. 
 

Online Dictionaries: 

• https://dictionnaire.lerobert.com 

• https://www.grandidizionari.it/dizionario_francese-italiano.aspx 

• https://www.larousse.fr/dictionnaires/francais-monolingue/ 

• https://dizionari.corriere.it/dizionario_francese/ 

• https://crisco2.unicaen.fr/des/ – Dictionnaire Electronique des 
Synonymes (DES) 

 

Notes, additional materials During the course, a variety of documentary materials will be made available to 
students on Microsoft Teams. These materials constitute an integral part of the 
exam syllabus. Students who do not attend classes are kindly requested to 
contact the teacher to agree on the specific program to follow for the 
preparation of the oral exam. 

Repository Available in open access on Teams. 

  

Assessment   

Assessment methods The French Language exam is structured as follows: 

 

Written test (prerequisite for the oral exam): 

• Duration: 2 hours. 

• The test includes: 

1. Reading and comprehension of short specialized texts. 

2. Written production. 

3. Grammar exercises and a short French-Italian translation. 

 

Oral exam: 

• Students can prepare for the oral exam by studying the topics indicated 

in the detailed syllabus and using the materials provided by the teacher. 

• During the oral exam, students are expected to demonstrate basic 

linguistic skills, including the ability to summarize content and discuss 

topics relevant to their course of study. 

 

Additional information: 

• Both monolingual and bilingual dictionaries may be used during the 

https://dictionnaire.lerobert.com/
https://www.grandidizionari.it/dizionario_francese-italiano.aspx
https://www.larousse.fr/dictionnaires/francais-monolingue/
https://dizionari.corriere.it/dizionario_francese/
https://crisco2.unicaen.fr/des/
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written test. 

• The exam is considered passed if: 

o The written test score is 18 or higher, and 

o The student is deemed “eligible” for having demonstrated 

adequate knowledge of the language and the topics covered in 

the syllabus. 

• Access to the oral exam is granted only upon passing the written test. 

 

Non-attending students are kindly requested to agree on the exam program with 

the teacher. 

 

Assessment criteria  Students are expected to achieve an advanced level of French corresponding to 
B2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). 
They should be able to communicate using sector-specific terminology, 
understand audio-visual documents and written texts, and produce written 
documents on topics related to the economic field. 
 
• Knowledge and comprehension: 

The written test and oral exam will assess the correctness and 
appropriateness of morphosyntactic structures and lexical choices. 

 
• Applied knowledge and comprehension: 

The written test and oral exam will evaluate the practical application of 
the skills acquired, assessed from an applied perspective. 

 
• Independent judgment: 

Students will be assessed on their ability to express a critical and well-
structured judgment regarding the topics covered in the course. 

 
• Communication skills: 

Written production and the oral exam will evaluate the ability to 
communicate appropriately according to the linguistic register and the 
completeness of the information provided. 

 
• Learning skills: 

Students will be evaluated on their ability to deepen their 
understanding of the topics addressed, applying the skills acquired 
during the course. 

 

Final exam and grading criteria Students will be assessed based on the learning objectives achieved. The partial 
test (written exam) is considered passed if the score is 18 or higher. The final 
grade will take into account the scores obtained in both assessed competencies. 

Further information  

 All teaching-related information (materials, exercises, translations, 
announcements) will be made available to students and continuously updated 
through the teacher’s platform and Microsoft Teams. 

 


