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MEDIA, MUSIC, AND PERFORMANCE STUDIES (DAMS) 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024-2025  

LITERATURE, MEDIA AND POPULAR MUSIC 

 
General information 

Year of the course III Year 

Academic calendar (starting 
and ending date) 

I Semester (23/09/2024 –10/12/2024) 

Credits (CFU/ETCS): 6 

SSD L-LIN/10   

Language Italian  

Mode of attendance Attendance is not compulsory but highly recommended 

  

Professor/ Lecturer  

Name and Surname  Pierpaolo Martino 

E-mail pierpaolo.martino@uniba.it 

Telephone 0805717421 

 

Department and address  Dipartimento DIRIUM Palazzo Ex Lingue – Via Garruba 6 – Bari, Third floor 
– English Studies 

Virtual room TEAMS: wgaa110 
 

Office Hours (and modalities: 
e.g., by appointment, on line, 
etc.) 

Infos will be available on the Web page of Professor Martino 

    

Work schedule   

Hours 

Total Lectures Hands-on (laboratory, workshops, working 
groups, seminars, field trips) 

Out-of-class study 
hours/ Self-study 
hours 

150 42  108 

CFU/ETCS 

6 6   

  

Learning Objectives Identify – through an intermedial approach – different literary, musical and 
cinematographic forms culture and related contexts, including 
contemporary issues such as masculinity in the cultures of the UK and of the 
English-speaking countries. 

Course prerequisites It is highly desirable that students attending the course possess adequate 
language competence. It is highly desirable that students possess adequate 
linguistic and cultural competence acquired in Secondary Schools. 

  

Teaching strategies Lectures and seminars with the active involvement of students who will be 
offered the opportunity to explore specific aspects of the problems at issue, 
in the light of a selected bibliography, and to present the results of their 
inquiries. Multimedia material will be used and uploaded on the 
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Department e-learning platform. 

Expected learning outcomes 
in terms of 

 

Knowledge and 
understanding on: 

Identify different aspects of contemporary literary, musical and 
cinematographic culture and related contexts, including contemporary 
issues in the cultures of the UK and of the English speaking countries. 

 

Applying knowledge and 
understanding on:  

Systematically analyze and synthesize a wide range of literary, musical, 
cultural and historical phenomena from an interdisciplinary perspective 
Systematically contextualize cultural processes starting from their textual 
traces in a variety of types within the field of English culture. 

 

Soft skills  Making informed judgments and choices 
Critically reflect on and analyze the interaction between cultural and 
linguistic phenomena that are inextricably related to the development of 
discursive practices in diverse disciplinary fields.    

 

 Communicating knowledge and understanding 
Use accurate language and appropriate and specialized vocabulary in 
different areas of literary and cultural enquiry. 
Persuasively communicate and systematically manage ideas and 
information about specific themes and forms of English literature. 
 

 Capacities to continue learning 
Critically evaluate and creatively apply the best tools and methods of inquiry 
to explore the literary and socio-cultural processes at issue. 
Research new critical materials to further explore specific aspects of the 
problems at issue with a specific focus on the field of English Culture. 
 
 

Syllabus  

Content knowledge HIGH FIDELITY. 
Literary writing, popular music and the crisis of masculinity in Nick Hornby 
 
Reading Nick Hornby's novels means taking part in the complex dialogue 
between life and writing, between pop culture and pop novel, in a process 
in which readers themselves through their listening and their tastes – as well 
as through their personal knowledge of the tastes and the experience of the 
Hornby pop star/celebrity writer – give a particular meaning to the written 
page. The course focuses on the analysis of  possibly Hornby's best-known 
novel, High Fidelity (1995), a novel in which music exceeds the dimension of 
content, in the sense that it refuses to be a simple object on which to write, 
to write (itself) the form, the style, the sound of the novel, contributing to 
the characterization of its characters and in particular of the protagonist Rob 
Fleming, former DJ and owner of a record store. The aim of the course is the 
creation of a rich intermedial space in which music, literature and cinema – 
with a specific focus on the film adaptation of the novel by S. Frears (2000) 
– redefine each other. The objective of the course is therefore to offer 
students the tools to analyze and contextualize central issues that assume 
relevance in the ongoing debate, from the relationship between different 
media up to the redefinition of the very notion of gender identity (and in 
particular the crisis of masculinity) in the context of contemporary celebrity 
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culture. 

Texts and readings Primary Text  
N. Hornby, Alta fedeltà, (1995) Guanda, 2012. 
 
Secondary Texts 

- Chambers Iain, Ritmi Urbani. Pop Music e. Cultura di massa, 
Meltemi, 2018. 

- Hornby, Nick, 31 canzoni, Guanda, 2012.  

- Martino, P. Down in Albion. Studi sulla Cultura Pop Inglese, 
Aracne, 2007. 

- Rippl, Gabriele, (ed.), Handbook of Intermediality. 
Literature, Image, Sound, Music, De Gruyter, 2015. 

 
Film e popular music  
High Fidelity, Dir. Stephen Frears, 2000. 
High Fidelity (book) soundtrack (Spotify playlist)  

Notes, additional materials Further materials and/or details will be provided during the course 

Repository  

  

Assessment   

Assessment methods Oral exam 

Assessment criteria  Assessment will consider the following criteria:  

 as regards knowledge and understanding, assessment will 
consider the student's ability to contextualize the specific issues 
related to cultural texts analyzed.  

 as regards applying knowledge and understanding, assessment 
will consider the student's ability to illustrate the relevance of the 
primary texts in this perspective, identifying the different features 
of text types. 

 as regards making informed judgments and choices, assessment 
will consider the student's ability to apply different methodologies 
and critical tools to the analysis of the primary sources.  

 as regards Communicating knowledge and understanding 
assessment will consider the student's ability to use accurate 
language and appropriate. Also, the student's ability to present the 
results of their inquiries will be part of the evaluation criteria. 

 As regards the capacities to continue learning assessment will 
consider the student's ability to apply the methods of analysis and 
critical tools to the analysis of other texts and contexts. 

Final exam and grading criteria The oral test will assess the extent to which the expected learning outcomes 
have been achieved. The pass mark for the oral test is 18/30 and the highest 
mark is 30/30. 

Further information  
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