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Educational objectives: 

The course will enable students to master the basic principles of the discipline, explore advanced level theories, analyze 

in depth international human rights law sources and practice, as well as understand the many traditional and 

contemporary challenges in International Human Rights Law and in International Criminal Law. Students will acquire 

the intellectual openness, technical expertise and critical thinking abilities that are necessary to respond effectively to 

professional challenges and to deal with both case work and policy making. 
 

 

 

Expected learning 

outcomes (according to 

Dublin Descriptors)  

 

 

 

Knowledge and understanding: Ability to engage directly with primary legal materials 

as well as advanced scholarly works, and to critically assess leading decisions of 

international courts and tribunals, and the contribution that these decisions have made to 

the development of the discipline. 

 

Applying knowledge and understanding: Practical application of the acquired 

knowledge and understanding through examination of contemporary issues and situations 

of importance in international human rights law and case studies. 

 

Making judgements: Ability to identify the rules of International Human Rights Law, 

critically evaluate and analyze them, and apply them appropriately to solve problems of 

an international nature. 

 

Communication: Presenting information and explanations to an audience, through the 

written or oral mode of communication accurately and through an appropriate and 

technical language. 

 

Lifelong learning skills: Ability to deconstruct and analyze problems or complex 

situations, to find solutions to problems through analyses and exploration of all 

possibilities, using appropriate methods, resources and creativity, to respond to the 

intellectual and professional challenges through critical thinking and methodological 

knowledge. 

 

Course program 

The evolution of International Human Rights Law.  

 

Universal and regional mechanisms to address the protection of human rights. 

 

International mechanisms to address the systematic and serious violations of human rights. Humanitarian intervention 

and responsibility to protect. 

 



Current international Human Rights Law issues. 

 

Children’s rights and the best interest of the child. Status filii and the best interest of the child; minor migrants and the 

best interest of the child. 

 

Human rights and peace maintenance. Transitional justice, international criminal tribunals, the International Criminal 

Court. 

International crimes, immunities and amnesties.  
Teaching methods: Lessons and seminars. Concrete situations, leading decisions of international courts and tribunals, 

and current doctrinal debate within the international human rights law will be addressed: students will be expected to 

discuss issues and investigate topics in greater depth, to develop critical thinking and solution-based learning skills 

through individual dissertation or team works. 

 

Auxiliary teaching: Students will be encouraged to engage directly with primary legal materials as well as advanced 

scholarly works, to develop and employ enhanced research skills by using traditional library sources involving books, 

journals and case reports, modern electronic facilities such as online databases and internet resources and multimedia, 

to develop the ability to critically assess as well as learning to engage in creative and critical thinking and writing 

Assessment methods: Oral examination 
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