
Academic subject: French Language and Translation - advanced 

Degree Class:  

Master/ MA Degree 

Degree Course:  
International Relations and 
European Studies 

Academic Year: 
2020/2021 

 Kind of class: 
Mandatory  

Year: 
1st 

Period: 
1st 

semester 

   ECTS: 8 (64 hours) 
divided into 
ECTS lessons: 8 
ECTS 

exe/lab/tutor: 8 
Time management, hours, in–class study hours, out–of–class study hours 

lesson: 64 hours        exe/lab/tutor: 20 hours          in–class study: 24 hours         out–of–class study: 20 hours 

Language: 
French 

Compulsory Attendance: 
No, but highly 

recommended 

 

Subject Teacher: 
Alida Maria Silletti 

Tel:             /        
e–mail:  
alida.silletti@uniba.it 

 

Office:  
Department of Political 

Science 

Corso Italia, 23 

Room 11         Floor 3rd  

Office days and hours: 
Starting from March, 2020, 

office hours are replaced by 

homeworking. Students 

interested in contacting the 

teacher may organize with 

her meetings on the 

platform Microsoft Teams. 

Prerequisites: 
B1 level of French language according to the EFRL. 

Educational objectives: 
 

 

 

 

Expected learning 

outcomes (according to 

Dublin Descriptors)  
 

 

 

Knowledge and understanding: 
The subject of French language and translation, advanced, aims at 

- deepening grammatical structures of French language; 

- learn French lexicon about the political, juridical, economical, historical, social 

domains; 

- development of a better critical consciousness of the students which would allow 

them to compare subjects dealing with French domain and their own context. 

The main didactic tool used to obtain such expecting outcomes is class attendance, 

accompanied by linguistic exercises. At the end of the exam, students should acquire a 

B2 knowledge of French language, according to the EFRL. 

 

Applying knowledge and understanding: 
Students will be able to make a critical comparison between French context and the 

Italian, European and international one. 

They will develop communicative skills which will allow them to express orally, in 

French, the content of the documents examined during the classes, but also to compare 

different type of texts concerning the main subject. 

They will be able to understand and to acquire from a both linguistic and semantic 

viewpoint an original document in French language. 

 

Making judgements: 
At the end of the subject French Language and Translation – advanced and of all the MA 

program, MA graduated students will be capable of integrate all the acquired knowledge 

and analytic tools concerning new scenarios developed from different crises which deal 

with national, European and international context. They will be able to cope with all the 

situations provoked by all these phenomena through reformulation and autonomy in 

judgement starting from data and information presented during classes about the 

international dimension of the analyzed phenomena. 

These learning skills will be developed through classes and interdisciplinary seminars 

based on collaboration among colleagues.  



Autonomy in judgement is also indirectly developed by all the disciplines through 

participation to seminars, preparation of written texts, activity for Thesis research. 

Autonomy in judgement will be evaluated through verification of also in itinere 

knowledge, of classes and of the degree of autonomy and the capacity to work, also in 

group, during seminars and through their Thesis research. 

 

Communication: 
Communication skills dealing with Advanced French language have to allow MA 

graduated students to face with different types of interlocutors coming from countries or 

institutions in which French is a vehicular language, but also to develop argumentative 

skills on challenges due to different situations of crisis with which France has to deal at a 

national, but also at a European and international level. Hence, MA graduated students 

will be able to express themselves correctly also using the right terminology and rendering 

critical evaluations in a clear and exhaustive way.  

Communicative and relational activities are developed indirectly through seminars and 

activities which allow students to actively participate to them. 

The verification of the acquisition of communicative abilities is realized through the 

evaluation of comprehension, oral presentation and argumentative skills of the student in 

French language. 

 
Lifelong learning skills: 
The subject of Advanced French language offers students methodological knowledge in 

different scientific domains dealing with Political and Social Science. As a consequence, 

they may acquire autonomy in both a theorical and a practical learning. 

Learning skills are developed as far as the study of French language in its entirety is 

concerned, with a particular attention focused on individual study and on activities aimed 

at preparation of the final exam. 

These skills are acquired into theoretical activities and in thematic seminaries, also 

indirectly linked to these subjects which imply an active participation of the students 

individually or not. 

Learning skills are evaluated through a lifelong learning activity during classes related to 

French language, both during classes and through individual study of students outside 

classes.  

MA graduated students will improve autonomous skills in studying and in learning in 

order to implement their knowledge and competences.  

Course program 
This subject deals with questions related to political, economic, social and cultural aspects of contemporary France. 
Contents are aimed at a knowledge of French language under two viewpoints: linguistic dimension and a 
geopolitical, economic and cultural dimension. 
This subject is divided in two parts conceptually autonomous but really interrelated: a monographic part concerning 
some of the main challenges for French 5th Republic in a context characterized by geopolitical, climatic, migratory, 
social, identity, cultural, sanitary crisis; a second part related to linguistic activities. 
The first part deals with some of the main challenges with which the French 5th Republic has to face in a national, but 
also in the European and international context. Attention will be paid to strategies, proposals and measures adopted 
by France to try to solve such situations of crisis depending on international conjuncture, but also on national 
decisions. Among those challenges, the study will concern climate change; education and youth; welfare state 
politics; relationship between France and Africa; French language in the world; migration politics; sanitary crises. 
Even though the historical and political period related to these subjects is identified with the 5th Republic, a 
particular attention will be paid to present times, that is Emmanuel Macron’s Presidency (2017-). All reflections will 
be considered in the French, European and international context. 
Reading, listening and watching audiovisual materials in French language will allow comments from students and a 
comparison with the Italian situation in order to enrich their own lexicon about the above-mentioned subjects. 
Documents included into the Materiale didattico of this subject belong to the following typologies: official 
discourses; reports; press release; press articles; popularizing material; scientific writings. They may appear both as 
written and oral documents. 
The linguistic part of the subject concerns a better comprehension of grammatical knowledge and on their 
examination through the study of morphology of discourse parts, of the structure of complex sentences and on the 
identification of subordinate clauses.  
Teaching methods: 
Classes 



Linguistic activities 

In itinere tests 

Tutorship  

Auxiliary teaching: 

 

 
Assessment methods: 
Written exam and oral exam 

Possible participation of students attending classes to in itinere tests  

Bibliography: 
The program for the exam will be composed of materials gradually published by the teacher into “Materiale 
didattico” section, inside teacher’s webpage, starting from the beginning of classes. 
 
Suggested manual of grammar:  
Françoise Bidaud, Nouvelle grammaire du français pour italophones, Torino: UTET, 2008. 

 


