Academic subject: Economics and politics of European integration

Degree Class: Degree Course: Academic Year:
Relazioni internazionali 2020/2021
Kind of class: Year: Period:
(inserire mandatory o optional)
ECTS:
divided into
ECTS lessons: 8
ECTS

exe/lab/tutor:

Time management, hours, in—class study hours, out-of—class study hours
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Prerequisites: The student must have an adequate knowledge of the European economic history of the twentieth
century, of the political history of the integration process, and of the framework of the European institutions

Educational objectives:

Expected learning
outcomes (according to
Dublin Descriptors)

Knowledge and understanding:

At the end of the course the student will know the different stages of the integration process
starting from its origins to the different phases that have marked its evolution:

-from the need of finding an innovative answer to the historic German question to the
processes of internationalization that led towards further integration after World War |l

- the changes introduced by 1989 and German reunification

- the roots of the current economic and political crisis that has divided the Union in a strong
Nordic area with German traction and a weak southern and Mediterranean area

Applying knowledge and understanding:

The student will be able to apply the acquired knowledge to understand the European
Union issues in a historical perspective considering the centrality of the economic dimension
of the single market, of the monetary union, of European stability and of the relations with
other areas of the world

Making judgements:

Attending students will be invited to critically comment on readings and issues covered
during the lesson

Communication:

Attending students will present written and oral reports that will be evaluated according to
the clarity of exposition and the ability to use a language that reflects the specialism of the
discipline




Lifelong learning skills:

Knowledge to understand the European Union issues in a historical perspective

Course program

The course aims at providing students with the knowledge of a complex process and will highlight the links
between the process of economic integration, monetary integration and the construction of a regional
stability and development model that requires attention, adaptability and reform.

Specific contents: A new “post-war period” - Bretton Woods and Europe - Marshall Plan and Golden Age -
ECSC and the German question - - The construction of the EEC - The CAP - Collapse of Bretton Woods and
construction of the European Monetary System — European Economic policies - the transition from one
Europe to another after 1989 - The Economic and Monetary Union - The European Central Bank and its
role in the 2008 crisis - The wave of Euroscepticism - The new US policy, The rise of China and its
international activism - The legacy of the international economic crisis - A Europe divided and struggling -
The crisis of the institutions for international governance and multilateral cooperation

Teaching methods: Lectures with discussion with students

Auxiliary teaching:

Assessment methods:
Oral exam and home assignments contribute to the final grade

The student will have to demonstrate to master the themes and issues presented during the course and in the
suggested readings. A good learning result requires knowledge of the historical context and its evolution that has
more than one political and economic dimension. It is similarly important to show knowledge of the EU governance
model, how this has been extended and articulated, and how the crisis of global capitalism has introduced new
difficulties for the European and international stability. Knowledge of key issues, the ability to critically think, and the
clarity of the exposition contribute to determine the final grade.
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