
                                 Dipartimento di Giurisprudenza 

General information 

Academic subject Industrial Law: Competition and Antitrust Law (English module); Industrial 

Property Law (English module) + Intellectual Property Law (Italian 

module) 

Degree course LMG; LMGI; SSG; ConsLav (Caratt. 6 cfu) 

Academic Year Not applicable for optional subject 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System 

(ECTS) 

9 

Language English and Italian 

SDS - GDS   GIUR-02/A Business Law -  12/GIUR-02  

Academic calendar (starting and ending 

date) 

2st semester from 16/02/2026 to 22/05/2026 

Mode of Attendance Optional 

  

Professor/ Lecturer  

Name and Surname  Francesca VESSIA 

E-mail francesca.vessia@uniba.it 

Telephone 080.5717761 

Department and address Department of Law-Palazzo F. Cassano-Corso Italia, 23-Second Floor 

Tutoring (time and day) Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

N.B. The timetable may change during the months of lessons. 

Students are invited to consult the lecturers’ institutional pages. 

    

  

Syllabus  

Learning Objectives The objective of the course is to provide students with a specialised 

knowledge of a highly professional subject, which enables them to acquire 

knowledge of the institutes of industrial property law (distinctive signs, 

trademarks, patents, designs and models), intellectual property law 

(copyrights), competition law and national antitrust law, with reference 

also to the framework of the corresponding EU legislation. 

The student will acquire skills and knowledge that will enable him/her to 

understand the institutes and legislation on Intellectual Property Rights 

(IPRs) and competition. 

English Modules in Competition and Antitrust Law and Industrial 

Property Law: 

the objective of this course is to provide students with specialist 

knowledge of, on one side, Competition and Antitrust Law, on the other 

distinctive signs (firms’ name, sign, trademarks, domain names and 

untitled rights), patents, utility models and designs and models under the 

European and Italian legislations. 

Students should learn Competition and Antitrust, as well as Industrial 

Property, principles that allow them to be able to: 

 bring the various specific legal cases back to the abstract cases 

present in the legal system; 

 understand the logic of the different legal cases and what 

interests they protect; 

 identify interpretative issues; 

 know EU and Italian competition and antitrust rules, as well 

as industrial property law rules. 

The course provides students with critical skills and independent 

judgement that enable them to: 



 

 

 
 

 qualify concrete and real cases; 

 solve practical cases; 

 use interpretative techniques to identify practical solutions. 

This course allows to develop the typical skills required by the legal 

professions, such as: 

 the ability to express using an appropriate and specialized 

language, suitable for the economic and legal field; 

 the ability to pass on the acquired knowledge to other people in a 

complete and clear manner; 

 the ability to conduct critical analysis on interpretative issues 

aimed at solving concrete cases; 

 the ability to qualify specific matter under a juridical method, 

linking different disciplines within the legal system with 

proficiency and command of the law. 

Course prerequisites Institutions of Private Law 

Contents 9 CFU Programme 

The course of Industrial Law (divided into 3 modules) will be dedicated to 

the examination of the discipline of the relationship between the enterprise 

and the market, with regard to the national and EU regulation of 

competitive phenomena and antitrust regulation, the regulation of 

distinctive enterprise signs, patents for invention, designs and models, and 

copyright. 

In particular, the following topics will be covered: 

1- competition and antitrust law: the notion of competitive market; 

constitutional principles and freedom of competition; legal limits to 

competition and general anti-monopolistic legislation; conventional 

limits to competition; rules of professional fairness and the prohibition 

of unfair competition; acts of unfair competition; protection of 

competition; the discipline of advertising; the concurrence of 

Community and national antitrust legislation; the notion of 

Community undertaking; competition and dominant positions; abuse 

of dominant position; behavioural agreements and structural changes 

in the discipline of restrictive agreements and mergers; the 

monopolistic undertaking; the powers of the Antitrust Authority. 

2- For the discipline of distinctive signs and industrial property: 

requirements of the trademark; trademark right content, circulation, 

protection and extinction; collective trademarks; famous trademarks; 

international and community trademarks; enterprise denomination; 

domain names and non-titled rights; definition of invention; group, 

employee and commissioned inventions; patents: protection and 

nullity of the patent; industrial secret; designs and models. 

3- The discipline of copyright: the object of protection (representative 

character); useful works; collective, collaborative, simple and 

composite works; creative elaborations; constitutive acts and subjects; 

content of copyright (moral and patrimonial rights); related rights. 

The course will be mainly seminar-based, preferably with a single weekly 

lecture, complemented by seminars and written exercises to examine 

practical cases of doctrinal and jurisprudential interest, chosen by the 

lecturers in agreement with the students. 

English programme 6 ECTS – INDUSTRIAL LAW - COMPETITION, 

ANTITRUST AND INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY LAW 

The course is divided into two modules: one of which is focused on the 



 

 

 
 

discipline of competition and antitrust law, and one dedicated to industrial 

property law (distinctive signs, industrial inventions, designs and models). 

With regard to the competition and antitrust module, please refer to what 

is indicated in the following part on the 3-credit programme. 

Regard to the regulation of distinctive signs and other industrial property 

rights, it consists in the following topics: essential requirements of 

trademarks; trademark right content, circulation, protection and 

extinction; collective trademarks; famous trademarks; international and 

European trademarks; firms’ name and sign; domain names and untitled 

rights; definition of invention; group, contractor and commissioned 

inventions; patents: patent protection and nullity; industrial secret; 

designs and models. 

English programme 3 ECTS – INDUSTRIAL LAW – COMPETITION AND 

ANTITRUST LAW 

This part of the course is dedicated to the competition and antitrust law, 

in a more basic way on EU principles and more extensively on the Italian 

antitrust regulation of the market. Specifically, the following legal 

problems will be analyzed: the definition of relevant market; constitutional 

principles and the freedom of competition; legal and conventional limits 

to the competition; the rule of professional fairness and forbidding of 

unfair competition; acts of unfair competition and their legislation; the 

Italian legislation on misleading and comparative advertising; the 

combination of EU and Italian antitrust law; the definition of EU 

undertaking; antitrust law on anticompetitive cartels (collusive 

agreements), abuse of dominant position, mergers and acquisitions 

(M&A); public undertakings and monopolies; the public enforcement of 

Antitrust Authority; quick reference to the private enforcement tools. 

Erasmus students can agree on a specific evaluation method for exam 

with the Professor. 

Books and bibliography 9 CFU Programme 

P. AUTERI – G. FLORIDIA E ALTRI, Diritto industriale – Proprietà 

intellettuale e concorrenza, Giappichelli, 2023, 7^ ed., I, II, III, IV, V, VI e VII 

parts; 

or 

M. BERTANI – A. COGO – P. FABBIO – A. GENOVESE – A. OTTOLIA, 

Lineamenti di diritto industriale. Concorrenza e proprietà intellettuale, 

Wolters Kluwer-CEDAM, 2024, 1^ ed., I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII parts. 

6 CFU Programme 

Compulsorily: P. AUTERI – G. FLORIDIA E ALTRI, Diritto industriale – 

Proprietà intellettuale e concorrenza, Giappichelli, 2023, 7^ ed., V, VI 

parts; 

or 

A. VANZETTI – V. DI CATALDO – M.S. SPOLIDORO, Manuale di Diritto 

Industriale, ed. Giuffrè, Milano, 2021, 9^ ed. I, V, VI parts; 

or 

M. BERTANI – A. COGO – P. FABBIO – A. GENOVESE – A. OTTOLIA, 

Lineamenti di diritto industriale. Concorrenza e proprietà intellettuale, 

Wolters Kluwer-CEDAM, 2024, 1^ ed., I, II, III parts. 

and, alternately:  

P. AUTERI – G. FLORIDIA E ALTRI, Diritto industriale – Proprietà 

intellettuale e concorrenza, Giappichelli, 2023, 7^ ed., II, III, IV parts 

(for the industrial property module); or, part VII (for the intellectual 

property module); 



 

 

 
 

or 

A. VANZETTI – V. DI CATALDO – M.S. SPOLIDORO, Manuale di Diritto 

Industriale, ed. Giuffrè, Milano, 2021, 9^ ed., II, III parts (for the 

industrial property module); 

or 

M. BERTANI – A. COGO – P. FABBIO – A. GENOVESE – A. OTTOLIA, 

Lineamenti di diritto industriale. Concorrenza e proprietà intellettuale, 

Wolters Kluwer-CEDAM, 2024, 1^ ed., IV, V, VI parts (for the industrial 

property module); or, part VII (for the intellectual property module). 

3 CFU Programme 

P. AUTERI – G. FLORIDIA E ALTRI, Diritto industriale – Proprietà 

intellettuale e concorrenza, Giappichelli, 2023, 7^ ed., I, V e VI parts;  

or 

A. VANZETTI – V. DI CATALDO – M.S. SPOLIDORO, Manuale di Diritto 

Industriale, Giuffrè, Milano, 2021, 9^ ed., I, V e VI parts; 

or 

M. BERTANI – A. COGO – P. FABBIO – A. GENOVESE – A. OTTOLIA, 

Lineamenti di diritto industriale. Concorrenza e proprietà intellettuale, 

Wolters Kluwer-CEDAM, 2024, 1^ ed., I, II, III parts. 

Additional materials   

  

Work schedule  

Total  Lectures Hands on (Laboratory, working groups, 

seminars, field trips) 

Out-of-class study 

hours/ Self-study 

hours 

Hours 

225 72  153 

ECTS 

9    

Teaching strategy  

 Traditional method based on theoretical lectures will be combined with: 

1. practical exercises; 

2. oral discussion on real cases and judgments; 

3. writing of legal opinion. 

The course will be linked to a trial simulation, aimed at putting into 

practice through learning by doing the techniques of legal research and 

writing for the resolution of practical cases. 

Expected learning outcomes  

Knowledge and 

understanding on: 

The course provides students with the cognitive tools necessary to: 

o place the different cases in the legal system; 

o understand the rationale of the instruments, the interests protected, 

the derogability or imperativeness of the rules; 

o identify the interpretative problems of the defining cases and the rules 

applicable to them; 

o know the peculiar Italian discipline of IPR and competition, also in 

relation to the Community legislation of reference. 

Applying knowledge and 

understanding on:  

The course enables students, through technical skills and knowledge, to: 

o qualify real cases; 

o solve practical cases; 

o use hermeneutic techniques to arrive at practical solutions. 

Soft skills  Making informed judgments and choices 

The course enables students to acquire: 



 

 

 
 

o Critical capacity and analysis of the interpretative issues underlying the 

positive discipline, aimed at solving practical cases and autonomy of 

judgement; 

o Capacity for legal qualification of cases in the regulatory system and 

for linking institutions, with mastery and mental elasticity. 

 Communication skills 

The course enables the acquisition of the typical skills of the positive jurist, 

i.e.: 

o the ability to express oneself using the specialised technical language 

of economic-legal subjects; 

o the ability to relate acquired knowledge clearly and completely to one’s 

interlocutors. 

 Ability to learn autonomously 

Ultimately, students will be able to develop autonomous and self-directed 

learning processes in antitrust and competition law as well as IP law, with a 

view to lifelong learning. 

  

Assessment and feedback  

Assessment methods Oral exam 

Erasmus students will be able to agree with the teacher on alternative 

methods of assessment compared to the oral exam. 

Assessment criteria  During the final examination, the candidate, with the ability to analyse 

regulatory provisions, autonomy of judgement in solving the (theoretical and 

concrete) legal problems posed, a critical sense and propriety of language, 

will have to demonstrate that he/she can clearly and appropriately represent 

and master the discipline of industrial law. 

Criteria for assessment and 

attribution of the final mark 

The method of ascertaining the knowledge and skills acquired is that of the 

oral examination, with theoretical questions on specific institutes aimed at 

verifying: 

a) the degree of in-depth knowledge of the reference legislation in 

force; 

b) the ability to make connections with other related institutes and/or 

with the regulations in force and with European legislation; 

c) the ability to identify and understand exegetical problems; 

d) the ability to solve practical cases and exemplify concrete situations. 

 

Final exam and grading 

criteria 

The examination ends with the awarding of a mark expressed in thirtieths 

from a minimum of 18/30. The different levels of preparation will lead to 

different judgements: excellent (30/30 cum laude), very good (28/29), good 

(25/27), fair (21/24), sufficient (18/20).  

 

Further information  

  

 

  


