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Agricultural Law of the European Union 

Corso di studio LMG – LMGI – CONSLAV – SSG  - optional exam  
Anno di corso - 
Crediti formativi universitari (CFU) / European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System 
(ECTS):  

6 + 3 

SSD IUS/03 Agricultural Law 
Lingua di erogazione English 
Periodo di erogazione 2nd semester  
Obbligo di frequenza Optional 
  
Docente  
Nome e cognome Mirta Alessandrini (6 CFU) Irene Canfora (3 CFU) 
Indirizzo mail mirta.alessandrini@wur.nl    irene.canfora@uniba.it 
Telefono 080. 5717791 
Sede Department of Law – Building “F. Cassano” -Corso Italia, 23- 1st floor 
Sede virtuale  
Ricevimento (giorni, orari e 
modalità) 

Available at the webpage: 
https://manageweb.ict.uniba.it/it/docenti/canfora-irene/attivita-

didattica/attivita-didattica 
 

    
Syllabus  
Obiettivi formativi 
Learning outcomes 

After successful completion of this course students are expected to be able to: 
• Identify the current major law and EU policies impacting agriculture and the 
legal challenges they pose; 
• Critically analyse and compare regulatory approaches within various 
agricultural fields; 
• Use and apply key legal concepts related to agriculture to specific regulatory 
issues in this sector; 
• Explain how specific topics in the farming and agricultural domain are 
regulated within the EU and how this may differ from national regulation; 
• Explain motives and causes, and make interpretations on the basis of an 
analysis of the concepts, relationships and organizational principles of the 
domain; 
• Identify interrelationships between specific topics and how they might affect 
one another with both intended and unintended consequences. 
 

Prerequisiti Private Law 
Contenuti di insegnamento 
(Programma) 

6 CFU MODULE  - MIRTA ALESSANDRINI  
Agri-Environmental Law and Policy provides an introduction to key regulatory 
tools in the field of agriculture and environment. An understanding of 
agricultural law is indispensable in any agricultural-related career, be it 
through your own company or employment in the governmental or 
commercial sector. Moreover, agri-environmental law regulates the 
foundations of our food system.  
Agri-environmental law is regulated simultaneously at the (very) local level 
and at the international level. This makes it impossible to cover all aspects of 
agri-environmental law in one course, or to touch on all the jurisdictional 
differences that we see across and within related issues. Instead, this course is 



 

 

	
	

divided into four parts during which we will focus on providing an introductory 
overview of the kinds of regulatory approaches adopted to specific issues – 
such as organic agriculture, seeds, GMOs – in the EU and related jurisdictions. 
These topics will be either explained in a lecture or an interactive knowledge 
clip.  
 

• Intro: What is agri-food law? 
• The Common Agricultural Policy - from the early stage to the 2023 

reform (at least 2 lectures, one focused on the new sustainability 
dimensions of the CAP) 

• Regulating Short Food Supply Chains in the EU 
• Green Deal and the Farm to Fork Strategy 
• Food safety & Food sustainability - The GAP(s) of the Farm to Fork 

Strategy? 
• Novel Food Regulation and the case for insects 
• From GMOs to New Genomic Techniques (NGTs): A new regulatory 

horizon 
• Tutorial activity: 

o GMO Debate and Glyphosate Case Law) 
o How to become a citizen lobbyist for a better agri-food 

system – find the right institutional instrument and 
promote a legal change in the food system 

  
 
3 CFU MODULE – IRENE CANFORA 
This module is dedicated to the financial instruments of the Common 
Agricultural Policy 2023-27 laid down by Reg. (EU) no. 2021/2115 and 
2021/2116. The general objective of the CAP The module will explore the 
structure of direct payments to farmers, based on national Stategic plans, 
with a special focus on the Italian Strategic Plan; the Agricultural knowledge 
Innovation System; the key aspects for a greener and fairer Common 
agricultural Policy.  The final part of the module consist of a wrap-up session 
and the examination (corresponding to the 3 CFU program) 
 

Testi di riferimento Literature articles, legislative text and case law will be provided during the 
lessons and available on the palteform e-learning UNIBA  
  

Note ai testi di riferimento  
  
Organizzazione della 
didattica  

 

Ore 
Totali  Didattica frontale  Pratica (laboratorio, campo, esercitazione, 

altro) 
Studio individuale 

225 72  153 
CFU/ETCS 
9    
  
Metodi didattici  
 The course will be taught through a combination of interactive and hybrid 

lectures, knowledge clips and tutorials. These will be interactive where 
possible, and students are expected to have prepared the readings before the 



 

 

	
	

class so as to allow for questions and answers between the lecturer and the 
students. There will also be a weekly forum discussion in order to prepare the 
students for the tutorials. We expect students to publish their answers to the 
questions for the tutorials into the forum each week. The submitted responses 
for the forum discussions are expected to be insightful, informed and 
innovative with a word count of approximately 100 – 300 words. Repetition or 
obvious similarities of previous answers on this forum provided by your peer 
students will not be permitted. You are encouraged to interact and discuss 
with other students’ replies by, for example, identifying new aspects that have 
not been covered before or critically assessing and arguing the statements 
and reasoning of other students. 

  
Risultati di apprendimento 
previsti 

 

Conoscenza e capacità di 
comprensione 
 

At the end of the course, the student will have acquired the knowledge and 
ability to understand the fundamental legal institutions relating to the 
regulation of agri-environment  

Conoscenza e capacità di 
comprensione applicate 
 

The student will be able to understand and apply the regulatory and 
jurisprudential sources on the subject; resolve complex legal issues relating to 
legal regulation and the functions of entities operating in the agricultural 
sector. 

Competenze trasversali 
 

• Autonomia di giudizio 
At the end of the course, the student acquires autonomy in the critical 
reflection of the phenomena relating to the functioning of the agri-food 
system 
• Abilità comunicative 
The student acquires the ability to communicate with legal language skills, 
legal issues relating to agri-food and environmetal law of the European 
Union. 
• Capacità di apprendere in modo autonomo 
The student will have acquired cognitive tools that allow him to update his 
knowledge and apply it to changing legal contexts. 

  
Valutazione   
Modalità di verifica 
dell’apprendimento 

The exam consists of a presentation in power point of a topic developed by 
students attending the lessons; alternatively it consists in oral exam based on 
materials indicated for the study.  
 

Criteri di valutazione  
 

• Conoscenza e capacità di comprensione: 
knowledge of legal framework 
• Conoscenza e capacità di comprensione applicate: 
Application of the knowledge acquired to concrete cases and ability to 
propose coherent solutions to concrete legal issues. 
• Autonomia di giudizio: 
• Ability to re-elaborate the principles and rules under study, analyze the 

application scope and formulate critical conclusions 
• Abilità comunicative: 
Clear and coherent presentation. 
• Capacità di apprendere:  
Method of analysis of the legal and operational rules regarding EU 
agricultural law. 

Criteri di misurazione Rating: 18-30 



 

 

	
	

dell'apprendimento e di 
attribuzione del voto finale 
Altro   
  
 
 


