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Degree course  LMG 

Academic Year  2024/2025 

  Academic subject  Agrifood Markets Law 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  9 

SSD  GIUR-03/B - Diritto agrario e alimentare 

Language  Italian 

Academic calendar (starting 

and ending date) 

 2nd semester from 17/02/2025 to 23/05/2025 

Attendance  Optional 

 

Professor  

Name and Surname Irene CANFORA 

E-mail irene.canfora@uniba.it 

Telephone 080. 5717791 

Department and address Dipartimento di Giurisprudenza-Palazzo F. Cassano-Corso Italia, 23-Piano 1° 

Tutoring (time and day) The weekly tutoring hours are indicated on the teacher's webpage: 

https://manageweb.ict.uniba.it/it/docenti/canfora-irene/attivita- 

didattica/attivita-didattica 

On the same page, you will find information on the reception of tutors. 

 
 

Syllabus  

Learning Objectives The course aims at providing the student with the knowledge of the fundamental 

aspects of the sources of agri-food law and the legal regulation of the subjects 

operating in the agri-food chain and the relations between enterprises. 

In particular, the training objectives consist in the acquisition of knowledge and skills, 

as well as the ability to understand the legal institutions relating to the regulation of 

the agricultural enterprise, the rules of organisation of agri-food markets and 

competition, contractual relations between enterprises in the agri-food sector, the 

rules imposed on businesses to ensure food safety. 

Course prerequisites Propaedeuticity:  Private Law 
 

 

Contents  The course focuses on the study of the legal framework of agriculture, the 

organisation of agri-food markets and food production and trade, with reference to 

national and EU sources of agri-food law. Specifically, the course deals with the legal 

framework of competition in the agricultural sector and agri-food markets, the EU 

common market organisation and its implementation in the national context, the 

actors of the supply chain, organisational structures and their functioning, the 

regulation of bargaining between operators in the agri-food supply chain, the 

regulations for the protection of the quality of agri-food production; the legal 

framework on food safety. 

 

The topics covered are articulated as follows: 

- The sources of agri-food law. Agriculture and agri-food products in European 

and national law. The international, European and national regulatory 

framework.  

- Aims and instruments of the Common Agricultural Policy. The structuring of 

agricultural and food markets. The common market organisation. The rules of 

competition. The legal framework of agricultural associations. Producer 

Organisations. Inter-professional organisations. Framework agreements and

sector bargaining. The rules of the supply chain and relations between agri-food 

enterprises. The regulation of contracts for the transfer of agricultural and food 
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products. Unfair commercial practices in the agri-food chain. 

- The protection of quality products in European and national law. EU quality 

systems. PDO, PGI, TSG. Quality protection consortia. Geographical collective 

marks of agri-food products and distinctive territorial signs. Quality protection 

in local markets and for local productions. Sustainability certification, human 

rights and labor protection certification, animal welfare certifications.   

- Food safety regulations in the EU. The principles of food legislation. The 

obligations of food business operators. Obligations and responsibilities of food 

businesses. 

Books and bibliography For the preparation of the exam, attending students may use the legal and case-law 

materials discussed during classes and the fact sheets made available on the UNIBA 

e-learning platform. 

Book and bibliography:  

Borghi, Canfora, Di Lauro, Russo (ed.), Trattato di diritto alimentare, Giuffrè 

Lefebvre, Milan 2024 2nd Ed: Part one (sections I, II and III), Part two, Part three; Part 

five. - Pages: 1- 152; 199-416; 599-780. 

Additional materials  

 

Work schedule  

Total 

 

Lectures 

 

Hands on (Laboratory, working groups, seminars, 

field trips) 

Out-of-class study 

hours/ Self-study 

Hours 

 

225 64 8 153 

Hours 

225   64 8   153 

ECTS 

   9    

Teaching strategy  

 Conventional teaching methodology. 

In-depth seminars and case analyses are planned, with classroom discussion and 

contributions from experts to examine practical cases with reference to specific 

topics covered during classes. 

Students are provided with teaching materials (legal texts, fact sheets and slides), 

which can be used for exam preparation. 

Expected learning outcomes  

Knowledge and understanding 

on: 

By the end of the course, the student will have acquired knowledge and the ability to 
understand the fundamental legal institutions inherent to the regulation of agri-food 
markets, the regulation of companies operating in the agri-food chain, contractual 
relations and quality protection. 

Applying knowledge and 

understanding on: 

The student will be able to understand and apply the relevant regulatory and 
jurisprudential sources; resolve complex legal issues relating to the legal regulation 

and functions of the entities operating in the agri-food market, as well as contractual 

relations between companies in the chain. 

Soft skills  Making informed judgments and choices 

At the end of the course, the student acquires autonomy in the critical reflection 

of phenomena relating to the functioning of the agri-food chain and in the 

solution of complex legal issues relating to the relations between companies in 

the chain; 
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  Communicating knowledge and understanding 

The student acquires the ability to communicate legal issues relating to agri-

food law with propriety of legal language; 

 Capacities to continue learning 

The student will have acquired cognitive tools that enable him/her to 

update his/her knowledge and apply it to changing legal contexts. 

 

Assessment and feedback  

Methods of assessment Oral test 

Evaluation criteria  Knowledge and understanding 

Knowledge of the sources and legal framework of agri-food market rules. 

 Applying knowledge and understanding 

Application of acquired notions to concrete cases and ability to propose 

coherent solutions to concrete legal issues. 

 Autonomy of judgment 

Ability to review the principles and rules under study, analyse their scope of 

application and formulate critical conclusions. 

 Communicating knowledge and understanding 

Clear and coherent exposition. 

 Capacities to continue learning 

Mastery of the method of analysing the legal and operational rules on relations 

between companies in the supply chain and the regulatory framework of the 

agri-food markets. 

 

Criteria for assessment and 

attribution of the final mark 

Oral examination. 

The purpose of the oral examination is to test learning of the subject content, 

acquisition of the ability to interpret the main regulatory texts on the subject and to 

apply the provisions of European and national law. Method of formulating the final 

assessment: examination grade in thirtieths. The different levels of preparation will 

lead to different grades: excellent (30/30 cum laude), very good (28/29), good 

(25/27), fair (21/24), sufficient (18/20). 

Additional information  

 . 

 

 


